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SUPP TO MODERNI ZE PARTY TO BE RELEVANT TO STATE AND NATI ONAL POLI TI CS

KUCHI NG, Dec 20 (Bernamm) -- The Sarawak United People's Party (SUPP)
wi Il nodernize certain aspects of the Sarawak Bari san Nasi onal (BN)
conmponent party to nmake it nore relevant to the state and nati onal
politics, its president, Tan Sri Dr George Chan, said today.

Dr Chan, who is al so Sarawak deputy chief mnister, is at the hel mof
the party for the third consecutive term

"We (SUPP) will nake sone changes to the organizational structure and
reorgani ze ourselves in sonme areas," he told reporters at the concl usi on of
the party's 19th trienni al del egates conference (TDC) here.

He said that another priority was to recruit nore nmenbers, particularly
young peopl e.

On the new SUPP Central Working Committee (CWC) |ine-up, he said that
with the exception of a fewnew faces, there was no el ection for any top
post because of consensus anong party del egates.

"I always say |eadership is not about one person but we function as a
teamand normal |y nobody wants any changes if the teamis good.... O
course, there are sone new people (in SUPP) just to spice up the party," he
sai d.

Resol uti ons adopted at the TDC i ncl uded urgi ng the federal governnent
to recogni ze certificates of the Chinese | ndependent School s examas wel |
as to grant annual fund allocation for all streans of education in the
country whi ch endeavour to assi st in human resource devel opnent.

The TDC al so supported the party's central |eadership intheir dealing
over the use of English in the teaching of Science and Maths in Chi nese
primary school s.

The rel evant authorities were also urged to nonitor and take the
necessary action against illegal fishing by foreign fishing trawiers in
Sarawak waters as it adversely affected the fishermen's livelihood and
drain the state's mari ne resources.

It also fully supported the | eadership of Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad and hi s successor-desi gnate, Deputy Prine Mnister Datuk
Seri Abdul I ah Ahmad Badawi in continuing the mammot h task of
nati on- bui | di ng.

State Soci al Devel opnent and Urbani zati on Assistant M ni ster Datuk Si m
Kheng Hui and Sci ence, Technol ogy and Environment M nister Datuk Seri Law
H eng Ding were retained as secretary-general and deputy president
respectively.

Agriculture and Food | ndustries Assistant M nister Datuk David Teng
retained his post as treasurer.

Al so retained as the Wnen Section chai rperson and vice president was
Datin Janet Lau while Alan Simwas el ected as the new Youth Section
chai rman and vi ce- presi dent.

Four other vice presidents are Public Wrks Parlianentary Secretary
Dat uk Yong Khoon Seng, Tiong Thai King, Robert Lau and Lily Yong.

Resour ce Managenent and Pl anni ng Assistant M nister Datuk Alfred Yap is
the informati on and publicity secretary.
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