27 OCT 2002
H shamruddi n- Ser vi ce
NATI ONAL SERVI CE MAY FACE SHORTAGE OF PARTI Cl PANTS, SAYS H SHAMMUDDI N

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 27 (Bernama) -- The proposal to introduce national
service for youths in the country may face shortage of manpower to
participate in the progranme, Youth and Sports M ni ster Datuk Hi shanmmuddi n
Tun Hussein said today.

I n wel com ng t he proposal, Hi shammuddi n, who i s al so Umo Yout h chi ef,
sai d t he gover nnent need to consi der various factors before i npl enenting
t he programme.

"W will study whether the national service proposal is reasonabl e and
itsinmplications internms of costs, inplenentation and returns,” hetold
reporters after openi ng the Rakan Muda's Jati Diri programre at Merdeka
Squar e.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad sai d yest erday he woul d
forward the national service proposal to the Cabinet.

He had said the Government woul d study the possibility of introducing a
"rmodi fi ed" national service for the country's youths in an effort to instil
a greater sense of patriotismand self-discipline among them

H shammuddi n sai d al t hough Mal aysi a di d not i npl enent nati onal service,
t he soci al service programre being carried out now had t he sanme obj ecti ves.

He said the governnment had deci ded to increase the nunber of
partici pants of the social service programe to 20,000 a year follow ng
overwhel m ng response.

Initially, the intake was only 1,000, he added.
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