28/ 03/ 2002
Nat i onal Space Agency to take off by July

Fi rdaus Abdul | ah

KUALA LUMPUR, Wed. - The Governnent's very own National Space Agency,
simlar to National Aeronautics and Space Administration of the United
States, is expected to be operational by July.

Deputy Sci ence, Technol ogy and Environment M nister Datuk Zainal Dahal an
said the NSA's main aimwas to co-ordinate Malaysia's requirenents in
aerospace and satellite technol ogy, apart fromidentifying necessary
infrastructure and formul ati ng a national space policy.

"The agency will also be formulating a strategic plan for the country's
space and satellite programmes,” Zainal told a Press conference at the
Par | i ament | obby.

The NSA is expected to be managed by the mnistry while its policy would
be put in place by the National Aerospace Council chaired by Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad.

The council will cone under the purview of the Prine Mnister's
Depart ment .

Zainal said Dr Mahathir's recent visit to Russia was an inmportant step
towar ds the devel opnent of aerospace and satellite technol ogy in Ml aysia.

He said during the visit, two Russian conpanies involved in the
aerospace and satellite industry had agreed to co-operate with Ml aysi an
conpani es.

Russi an aerospace industry's | eadi ng conpany, NPO Mashi nostroeni a had
agreed to formulate, build, transfer technol ogy, conduct human resources
training and |l aunch a new satellite for renote sensing.

The worki ng agreenent, with Astronautic Technol ogy (M Sdn Bhd, also
i ncl udes the conm ssioning of an earth control station to receive data
fromthe satellite.

The control station, in Tenmerloh is ready, physically.

Zai nal said a second conpany from Siberia, NPO of Applied Mechanics had
offered to build the Measat 6 satellite in a proposed joint venture with
Mal aysi a's Binariang Satellite System

"Qur officials have also visited the MV. Chrunichev Space Centre in
Moscow to study the possibility of launching Measat 6 via the Proton or
any other rockets owned by the Russian Governnent," Zainal said.

He told the House that a specific agreenment of scientific and technical
co-operation between Mal aysia and Russia is expected to be seal ed soon and
a bilateral working conm ssion was also in the pipeline.

"W expect the agreenent to be signed during Russian Industry, Science
and Technology Mnister I.1. Kl ebanov's visit here later this year," he
said replying to Datuk Zul hasnan Rafi que (BN Wangsa Maj u).
firdy@stp.comny
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