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Mahat hi r - KMV
PM EXPRESSES CONCERN OVER CHI LDREN SENT TO STUDY RELI G ON | N PAKI STAN

MELAKA, Jan 25 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad t oday expressed concern that many parents are fond of sending their
children to Pakistan to study in nmadrasahs there.

"W are now worried over these parents who are fond of sending their
children t o Paki stan and maybe sone ot her places. Do they (actual ly) study
about religion or sonething else,” he told reporters after |aunching the
20t h Worl d Custons Day cel ebrati ons at the Custons Acadeny in Bukit Baru
her e.

He was asked to comment on today's news reports on the recent arrest of
10 suspect ed nenbers of the second cell of the Kumpulan M 1itan Mal aysi a
(KMV) .

Dr Mahathir said he was worried that these students could forge |inks
with the Taliban and the Al -Qaeda and woul d | earn about the handling of
weapons, the maki ng of bonbs and tactics of war instead of |earning about
religion and when they return hone, they practise all these in the country.

"They have been trained on all these there and when they return, they
will attenpt to carry themout here. That's why we know t hat the nurder of
(Joe) Fernandez (the former Lunas state assenbl yman) was conmitted by
them" he said.

"That's al so the case when several bonbs were expl oded and they tried
to sei ze weapons at the Guar Cenpedak police station and rob a bank to neet
their expenses. All these they learnt there," he said.

Dr Mahathir said that the government had taken stern neasures agai nst
the militant groups in the country because if their activities were left
unchecked, it woul d spread further.

He said that the governnent knew that these groups who had gone to
Paki stan on the pretext of studying religion had not been taught religion
but ways to launch a rebellion and to topple the government.

"That is why in an intervieww th a young student of a nmadrasah, he has
stated that he wanted to becone a pure warrior. Therefore, if we were to
study religionto become a Mijahidin, it means that we are not stdying
religion...if it'sreligionwe want to study, then by all neans study the
religion," he said.

Asked on the action by the United States to send it forces to southern
Phili ppi nes, the prinme mnister said that Mal aysi a had taken stern neasures
to deal with terrorismand there was no need to call on others to do so.

"We knew about it, we've taken action without having to call on others
(to do so)...everybody knows that. So far, no countries have accused
Mal aysi a of being a country which provi des a safe haven for terrorists.

"Sone countries nay have done so but we do not harbour terrorists," he
sai d.

Dr Mahathir said that it was i ncunbent on all countries to counter
terrorismand curb their novenent as their activities could worsen the
situation and affect a country's econony.

"W do not want, we are not prepared to see terrorists free to act in
our country. Even if they they have not | aunched any attacks on us, we
cannot condone terrorist activities in our country," he said.

Asked whet her there exi st kindergartens for Miuslimchildren where they
wer e taught to hate the governnent and resort to viol ence, Dr Mahathir said
that this tendency had not reached such a level in the country but it was
clear that sonme quarters were bent on doing this and there were religi ous



school s where hatred towards t he government had been instill ed.

"Consuned by hatred, they teach howto topple the governnment through
vi ol ence. That is what's happeni ng i n Paki stan, Afghani stan. Previously,
Af ghani st an was rul ed by t he Rabbani, but this group (Taliban) went onto
t oppl e t he Rabbani government.

"They al so regard any |slam c governnent as unlslamic. As such, they
plan to topple all Islamc governnents,” he said.
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