04 APR 2002

WORK ON SABAH AGRO- | NDUSTRI AL PRECI NCT TO BE EXPEDI TED

KOTA KI NABALU, April 4 (Bernama) -- Urgent steps will be taken to
ensure that the innovation-driven, technol ogy-I|ed, agro-based devel opnent
cluster known as the Sabah Agro-Industrial Precinct (SAIP) takes off this
year or the | atest by next year.

Assistant Mnister to the Chief Mnister Datuk Abdul Rahimlsmail said
t he establishment of SAIP was a comm tnent by the state governnment in
response to Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmed' s call to give a
new | ease of life to the agricultural sector.

"SAIP will also spearhead the devel opment of new industries, especially
specialty natural products (SNPs) and food through research and devel opnent
as well as the application of high-technol ogy such as bi ot echnol ogy," he
said in his wel conmi ng speech before chairing the first neeting of the SAIP
I nter-Agency Coordination Conmttee (SICC) at the Institute of Devel opnent
Studi es (I DS) here today.

Last week, Chief Mnister Datuk Chong Kah Kiat announced the formation
of the SICC and appoi nted Rahi mas chairnman of the commttee entrusted with
expediting the i npl enentation of SAIP.

SAIP wi |l be devel oped on a 90ha plot off the KMb5 Papar - Beaufort
hi ghway.

Rahi m said that SICC was forned as a short-termneasure to ensure the
successful inplenentation of SAIP, a pioneer project of the state inits
participation in the K-econony.
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