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NCWD SUBM TS PROPCSALS TO PM ON ENGLI SH LANGUAGE | SSUE

PUTRAJAYA, Cct 2 (Bernamm) -- The National Council of Wnen's
Organi sations (NCWD) today submitted several suggestions to Prinme Mnister
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mbhanmad concerning the use of English in the
t eachi ng of science and mat hemati cs in school s.

Its president, Datin Paduka Zal eha I smail said anbng t he suggesti ons
was that the use of English in teaching the two subjects should be
i mpl ement ed si nul taneously including for standard two up to standard six in
primary schools fromnext year.

The gover nment had decided that all national schools use English to
teach the two subjects for Year 1, Form1l and Lower 6 begi nni ng next year.

"The government shoul d al so all ow schools with the capability to
implenent it for Forns 1, 2 and 4 by 2003," she said after |eading 33
representatives of wonen's organi sati ons under the NCWD at a neeting with
Dr Mahathir, here.

She said Forns 3 and 5 students should be exenpted as they woul d be
sitting for maj or exam nations.

In additi on, the NCWO suggested that t he governnent provi ded adequat e
teachers by enpl oyi ng retirees, providi ng courses and ext ended servi ces
duri ng weekends and school holidays besides enhancing skills in English
wi th software assistance.

Zal eha said i nfrastructure such as conputer | aboratories at nobile
| earni ng centres, conputer | oan schenes and repair facilities should al so
be provi ded.

She said the syllabus for English | anguage shoul d al so be reviewed in
line with is status as a gl obal |anguage and no | onger as a second
| anguage.

She sai d the NCWD was prepared to gi ve support services in inplenmenting
the policy including explaining it to the nore than one mllion nmenbers of
its 116 affiliated organi sations and to the comunity right up to the
grassroots |evel.

She sai d Dr Mahat hir wel comed t he suggestions al t hough t he policy m ght
not be inplenmented i medi ately.
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