24/ 11/ 2002

Dr M | will not change m nd about quitting

DATUK Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad said he will not change his mnd about
quitting fromactive politics next Cctober

Meeting with the Mal aysian community at Rumah Malaysia in Paris on
Friday night, the Prime Mnister said in 11 nonths he would relinquish al
political and governnent positions.

"To change ny mind will be bad for the country, for the party and for
me," he said.

Dr Mahathir's assertion nmet with audi ble gasps fromthe audi ence, with
one of them saying, "But what do we do w thout you?"

Replied Dr Mahathir, "Well, ny colleague (Datuk Seri) Abdullah Ahnmad

Badawi is a capable man. | amsure we will get along well even after he
t akes over.

"I don't think Ml aysians will mss ne."

The reply pronpted an i medi ate response fromthe audience, "W will, we
will."

To a question on whether upon his retirenent he would forget the plans,
programes and vision that he had laid out for the nation, Dr Mihathir,
who was in Paris to attend yesterday' s Pl edgi ng Conference on the
Reconstruction of Lebanon, said he would not.

"I amresigning as Prine Mnister, Umo president and other politica
posi tions.

"However, | will continue to help the Governnent, Umo and Bari san
Nasi onal in whatever way | can," he said.
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