03 JUN 2002
School s
UNI ON OPPCSES ANY MOVE TO CLOSE TAM L AND CHI NESE SCHOCOLS

| POH, June 3 (Bernama) -- The National Union of Tam | School Teachers
of Mal aysi a opposes any nove by any organi sation to elimnate national type
primary schools in the country.

Its president, Shahul Ham d Mydi n Shah, said that the present system
wher eby Tami | and Chi nese school s exi st, guaranteed by the constitution
shoul d be all owed to continue as there had been no problemin their
exi st ence.

"It has contributed to national intergration and racial harnmony inthis
country. The concept of Sekol ah Wawasan (Vi si on School ) shoul d be furt her
enhanced so as to create national integration rather than calling for the
closure of Tam | and Chi nese schools," he said here.

Shahul Hami d, who is al so the secretary general of the Congress of
Teachers Uni ons i n the Educati on Servi ces Mal aysi a, said that recently
there were calls by people to cl ose down national type schools so that
there would only be a national school systemso as to forge nationa
i ntegration.

He said that the i ssue cropped up recently following Prinme Mnister
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad' s statenent that non-Bumi puteras woul d
account for 10 per cent of students to be accepted in Mara Junior Science
Col  eges (MRSMs) and matricul ati on courses fromnext year

Sone groups have opposed t he proposal and called for the cl osure of
Tam | and Chi nese school s so as to have only national schools and for
students to conpete on nerit.

"The union calls on educationists, politicians and NGOs not to be
enotional inthis issue but rather to think rationally on the education
i ssue which has a long-termeffect on the nation," he said.

Shahul Hamid said that the existence of Tani|l and Chi nese school s had
been guaranteed i n the Educati on Act 1996 and at such, no parties should
guestion their existence, which may | ead to destabilisation of raci al
harmony in the country.

He said that the union supports the call by the prime mnister so that
MRSMs and matricul ati on courses be opened t o non- Bum put eras

"This will create conpetitiveness anong the races in the country in the
field of education which is healthy," he added.
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