23/ 12/ 2002

PM Special talks fruitful and substanti al

MALAYSI A- Thai l and rel ations took a step forward yesterday with a uni que
nmeeting of the Cabinets of the two countries, led by their Prine
M ni st ers.

Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad and Dr Thaksi n Shi nawatra, speaking to
the Press after the neeting at a hotel here, described the discussions as
fruitful and substanti al

Dr Mahathir, who spoke first, said the four-eyed neeting between t hem
achi eved breakt hroughs on several matters which woul d be taken up at
m nisterial and official |evels.

"A neeting of this nature hasnever happened before. It was held in an
informal setting but I amhappy to tell you that the discussions were
substantive and real and point the way to resol ving comon probl ens.

"We may include other neighbours, but this neeting between Ml aysia and
Thail and could | ead the way to nore nei ghbourly co-operation for mnutua
good, " said the Prinme M nister

Respondi ng, Thaksin said: "W will now identify strategies so that we
can prosper together."

He said the two countries could conbine their resources and talents in
joint marketing and production efforts in econonic fields, based on nutua
consul tati ons.

"We hope to learn fromeach other by talking candidly. There could be
areas of co-operation in autonobile and hi-tech,” said Thaksin.

Cabinet Mnisters fromboth Ml aysia and Thail and hel d separate neetings
to discuss closer co-operation in their respective portfolios.

At the neeting, Thaksin, in his opening renmarks, had stressed the need
for Thailand and Mal aysia to work together to fight terrorism crine and
illicit activities along their comon border

He said one area of co-operation that the two countries shoul d enphasi se
was the cross-border flow of people and products.

He hoped both countries would work together to devel op infrastructure,
particularly in expanding road, sea and air |inks.

The neeting al so di scussed the gas pipeline project under the Joint
Devel opnent Area, new Custons checkpoints along the border and issues
concerning Thai workers in Ml aysia.
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