01/ 11/ 2002
The “drama’ is over and now Puteri assenbly gets set to endorse Azalina

Ai non Mohd

YOUNG wonen clad in pink and white baju kurung will troop into the Putra
Wrld Trade Centre today for the inaugural general assenbly of Puteri
umo.

A total of 660 del egates from 165 divisions as well as 2,000 observers
are participating in the assenbly, which is expected to be a tane affair
as the novenent's protem chief, Azalina OQhman Said, and pro-tem secretary
Nor ai ni Ahmad won uncont ested when divi si onal neetings were concl uded.

Azal ina swept all the 165 nominations for the chief's post, while for
the deputy chief's post two other contenders - Pahang pro-tem chi ef
Shahani za Sansuddi n and Penang pro-tem chief Azlina Mehtab Mhd Ishaq -
wi thdrew to make way for Noraini.

Azalina's four adversaries - fornmer Puteri Umo information chief
Mastina Abdul Hami d, Kulinm Bandar Baru Wanita division commttee nmenber
Rai han Sul ai man, Seri Pandan branch chi ef Mazi bah Ml Zin and Hul u Kl ang
Wanita nmenber Umi Hafilda Ali - failed to receive a single nomnation

Now the only significant contests are for the posts of chairman, deputy
chai rman and the 20 executive council seats.

Unli ke the many Umo assenblies, this will be a straightforward one as
its sole objective is to enable the young del egates to go through an
el ecti on process.

However, to many, the assenbly is sinply to endorse her ascendancy to
the top post.

Azalina's strong showing is a sign of the del egates' recognition of al
her efforts in initiating the nmovenent. This speaks volunmes of her ability
to notivate this large group of young wonen.

Wth no debates or notions to be tabled, the agenda will see party
presi dent Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad and Azalina delivering their
speeches after which the elections for the remaining posts will take
pl ace.

VWhat ever one nmay say about Puteri Umo, it has emerged unscat hed despite
the feud between the opposing parties, allegations of threats, police
reports, favouritismand |last-mnute stunts by sone parties to gain
support during the del egates' neetings.

The conclusion of the Puteri Umo divisional elections on Cct 16 saw 130
di vi si on heads returned unopposed and only 35 | osing.

Per haps, as predicted by political observers, the Puteri Umo del egates
do listen to good advice and share a common concern with the rest of the
party nmenbers - that the novenment's unity reigns above ot her
consi derati ons.

They are now telling everyone that there is nothing wong with the
current pro-temchief and that she will be given full support to run the
novenent .

VWhat this shows again is that in the final analysis, it is the del egates
who have the last say in the choice of |eaders.

So what does the future hold for this young novenent ?

Party vice-president Tan Sri Muhanmmad Muhamrad Tai b said the outcone
showed that there is no truth to clains of "storms"™ in the new novenent.

"Not even a breeze," he said.

Muhammad said it is nowtinme to close ranks and nmenbers shoul d gear
t hensel ves for the bigger and crucial battle - to bring young wonen to the
political fore with a desire to participate not just in politics but al so



in nation building.

"The defeated candi dates should accept certain realities. Not w nning
the posts they vie for is not necessarily the end of the road. One can
serve the party effectively by not hol ding any post," he said.

"Wthdrawi ng from nmounting a chall enge and paving the way for a nore
dynam c candidate for the party's sake, is not a dishonourable thing to
do. "

Azalina is confident that the novenent will become stronger

"Anot her chapter has cl osed. Before | ong, everyone, the victors and the
losers will work towards strengthening the nmovenent. Puteri Umo will face
nore daunting chal |l enges ahead but it will energe stronger and w ser."

I ndeed, taken positively, a greater pool of qualified young wonen shoul d
augur well for the future of the novenent's | eadership.

There are many talents around, some with the potential to beconme |eaders
in other, no less inportant fields.
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