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NEED FOR MEDI A | N THE SOUTH TO BU LD GREATER TRUST

By: Ahmad Fuad Yahya

LANGKAW , Aug 4 (Bernama) -- The question of trust and m strust anmong
medi a practitioners in the South raised by Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohanmad at the d obal 2002 Langkawi | nternational Dial ogue (LID)
certainly deserves serious attention in the context of smart partnership

To a certain extent, it may reflect their own practice of biased and
i naccurate reporting, pronpting themto have sone reservations on the news
churned out by their counterparts.

They may have their own reasons for not using the news provided under
the news exchange |ink-ups such as the Smart News Network | nternationa
(SNNi ) .

SNNi , conceived at the Langkawi |nternational D al ogue in 2000, was
| aunched during the Southern Africa International Dialogue in Kanpal a,
Uganda | ast year.

Bernama is the secretariat for the news exchange between African and
Mal aysi an nedi a organi sati ons.

SNNi is participated by eight countries, nanely Mzanbi que, Lesotho,
South Africa, Uganda, Zi nbabwe, Botswana, Namni bia and Ml aysi a.

The nedia in the South, however, seens nbre inclined to use news
channel l ed by foreign wire agencies, which a | ocal newspaper editor said
was "faster and convenient" for the dailies to pick up

But the big question is howreliable the news filed by such agencies
with regard to truth and accuracy.

In nost cases, these news were often sensationalised with a negative
sl ant and have certain hidden agenda agai nst the governnment or the | eader
in power.

On the question of negative reporting by the nedia, Robert Kabushenga,
corporation secretary of New Vision, Uganda's | eadi ng newspaper, expl ai ned
that the nedia placed enphasis on things perceived to be negative but these
negative news were witten with hope that the authorities woul d address the
i ssues raised.

At the sane tine, the nedia had al so been publishing positive news but
nmore than often they turned out to be |l ess noticeable by the readers than
t he negative ones.

Kabushenga al so nmade an interesting proposal that SNNi be expanded into
international TV and radi o news networks to hel p counter the distortions
fabricated by the Western nedi a.

SNNi nmenbers could feed the news content fromtheir respective
countries to be aired to the international audi ence, he said.

Mal aysi a, he said, could facilitate the establishnent of these channels
because it had adequate technical and comrunication facilities to convert
the SNNi fromits present forminto an international nedia house with an
al nost gl obal reach.

Mal aysia's two satellites should be made full use of for the purpose,
he sai d.

Currently, news contributed by nenbers of the SNNi network are posted
on a website. Menmbers are free to downl oad the news and use them for
publ i cati on.

In this regard, Bernama, now the secretariat for SNNi, had expressed
its preparedness to assunme a bigger role as far as overseas coverage i s
concerned, including audi o visual services.

It plans to open nore overseas bureaux fromnext year, including one in



West Asi a.

Bernama editor-in-chief Jaafar Hussin said the news agency woul d seek
additional funding fromthe governnment to enable it to transmt news and
visuals with better equipnment and facilities.

He al so said Bernama was waiting for an appropriate time to undertake
direct transnmi ssion of news to targeted overseas audi ence.

Anot her positive devel opment at the d obal 2002 LID was the interest
shown by the Commonweal th of | ndependent States, Seychelles, Mauritius and
Ghana to join SNNi .

Wi | e wel com ng addi ti onal nmenbership to SNNi, the nmedia of the South
al so needed to increase the usage of news channell ed through the news
network as an alternative news source.

The ability to "get the stories out” either in print or via the air
waves fromthe South will certainly provide a trenendous inpact to the role
of the nedia of the South in ternms of their smart partnering in inparting
i nformati on, know edge and experiences to help in nation-building.
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