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Mar i na- Ai ds
NEED FOR WOMEN TO PROTECT THEMSELVES FROM Al DS, SAYS MARI NA

From Sal ny Hashi m
(Anmendi ng the word "contacted” in 3rd para to "contracted".)

WASHI NGTON, Cct 26 (Bernama) -- Ml aysian Al DS Council President Datuk
Paduka Marina Mahathir said it was i nportant to enpower wonmen to protect
t hensel ves from Al DS when the environment is di senpoweri ng.

@ obal ly, the incidences of AIDS anong men and wonen were about equal,
she said, but in Ml aysia the nunber was di sproportionate with 90 per cent
for men and 10 per cent for wonen.

She expressed concern over the rise in the nunber of wonen who
contracted AIDS fromtheir husbands and they might not be aware of it until
t hey becane pregnant and tested positive.

"Woen are invisible" when it cones to AIDS, she said at a tal k hosted
by the Ml aysi an Aneri can Soci ety.

Marina is currently travelling in the United States until the end of
Novenber to tal k about the AIDS epidenmic in Asia under a Ful bright
schol ar shi p.

She conceded the difficulty of getting cooperation fromreligious
authorities in Malaysia to help fight the Al DS epi deni c because of the
stigma attached to the di sease nmainly brought about by drug abuse and
mul tiple sex partners - "we're hamrered for hel ping the i morals."

However, a trip to Uganda al ong with eight Ml aysian nmuftis had opened
their eyes to the role an imamcoul d play in tal ki ng about Al DS and
prevention, she noted.

In Kel antan and Terengganu, where the incidence of HHVis high, "we're
doi ng our work quietly and at the grassroots level, but it is not easy"
because of the restrictive religious |aws inposed by PAS , which tended to
make wonen | ess open, she said.
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