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By: Mohd Arshi Daud

KUALA LUMPUR, April 16 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohamad today said that negotiation is not the key to resolve the
escal ating tension in Pal estine.

"It is our believe that you can't negotiate when guns are pointed at
your head. Israel nust withdraw first," he told a joint press conference
wi th his Mdroccan counterpart Abdurrahmane Youssoufi here Tuesday.

The joint press conference was held after a nmeeting of del egates from
Mal aysi a and Morocco, headed by prinme ministers of both countries. Dr
Mahat hir had earlier held a neeting with Youssoufi.

Dr Mahathir is | eading a 185-nenber del egation, conprising cabi net
m nisters, officials and businesmen for a four-day visit to Mrocco.

The visit is part of his week-long tour of three countries, including
Li bya and Bahrain, to strengthen the econonic and ties between Ml aysi a and
the respective countri es.

Dr Mahathir said the best way to end terrorismis to renove its root
causes, one of which is the Israeli invasion of Palestinian territory and
its refusal to evacuate

"But there are other causes which take the form of oppression of
Muslinms in many parts of the world," he said.

He said both Youssoufi and hinself agreed that the Organisation of
I slamic Countries (O C) should consolidate its position and hold a comopn
vi ew on how to tackle this problem

"Mal aysia will be hosting the O C neeting next year and we hope that we
can reach agreement on a unified stand in order to deal with many probl ens
affecting the Muslimworld,"” said Dr Mahathir

Echoi ng Youssoufi's hope that his visit would enhance trade and
i nvestnent of both countries, the Prine Mnister said the signing of six
agreenments between parties fromthe respective countries would contribute
towards this objective

Dr Mahat hir and Youssoufi had earlier w tnessed the signing of
i nvest nent guar ant ee pact, nenorandum of understandi ng (MU) for
cooperation in information and conmuni cation technol ogy, MU for
cooperation in industrial pronotion and MoU for cooperation for export
pronoti on.

On Malaysia's side, the first two agreenments were signed by Foreign
M ni ster Datuk Seri Syed Ham d Al bar while the other two by the Mnistry of
International Trade and I ndustry Deputy Secretary-Ceneral Sidek Hassan and
the Director of Ml aysian External Trade & Devel opnment Corporation
(MATRADE) , Sukandar Abdul Latiff.

Two other contracts were signed by Petronas president and chi ef
executive Tan Sri Mhd Hassan Marican for two reconnai sance contracts with
the OFfice National de Recheres et d' Exploitations Petrolieres (ONAREP)
the national oil conmpany of Morocco.

The signing was for an onshore area in the M ssour Basin and the
of shore Rabat Sal e Haute Mer Area.

The contracts would I ead to the granting of Reconnai sance Licences by
the Moroccan M nistry in charge of Energy.

Dr Mahathir said there should be followup visit between the public and
private sectors of both countries not only to i nplenent the agreenents
signed today but also to bolster relations in general.

On his neeting with Youssoufi, Dr Mahathir said it was a very



successful and fruitful one as both sides were able to discuss issues
related to bilateral relations and international affairs.

Mal aysi a, he said, regards Morocco as an inportant |Islamc country and
a greater cooperation with the latter would contribute towards solidarity
of the Muslimcomunity.

Earlier during the del egation neeting, Dr Mahathir offered Myroccans to
study at Malaysia's Multinedia University.

"This would contribute towards increasing the capacity of Mroccans to
deal with the informati on comunication technol ogy,” he added.
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