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NEW ACT NEEDED TO ENFORCE NATI ONAL SERVI CE, SAYS DR RAI S

BATU KIKIR, Cct 27 (Bernama) -- A new Act has to be enacted to
i npl ement the proposal to introduce national service in Malaysia, Mnister
inthe Prinme Mnister's Departnent Datuk Seri Dr Rais Yatimsaid today.

He said the Act would provide the authorities the power of
adm ni stration in enforcing the national service, especially fromthe
recrui tment and inplenmentati on aspects to ensure the service was not
contrary to the Federal Constitution.

"The el ement of forcing sonmeone to do sonething nmust be synchroni sed
with the Federal Constitution.

"Article 8 of the Federal Constitution clearly states that every
citizen is the sane in terns of status. W have to draw up clear provisions
gi ving exenptions to the programe," he told reporters when commenting on
Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad' s statenent yesterday that he
woul d bring the matter to the Cabinet's attention for di scussion.

Dr Rais was speaking to reporters after launching the 10th anniversary
cel ebrations of Yayasan Jenpol here today.

Present was foundation chairman Datuk Khalid Yunus, who is al so Deputy
I nformati on M nister, and MP for Jenpol

Dr Mahathir had said the Government woul d study the possibility of
i ntroducing a "nodified" national service for the country's youths in an
effort toinstil a greater sense of patriotismand sel f-discipline anpong
t hem

He said the plan was to introduce a kind of national service that did
not necessarily require the need for conpulsory mlitary training.

Expr essi ng happi ness over the proposal which he had raised a few years
ago, Dr Rais said, the matter was tinely as the patriotismspirit anong
yout hs was wani ng.

He said countries |ike Singapore and Switzerland had i npl enent ed
national service to create citizens with high patriotismand to foster
canar aderi e.

He said the National Service O dinance was inplenmented in 1963 but was
stopped in 1965.

"The Government wi |l reconsider provisions in the previous ordinance if
the Prime Mnister gives a nore accurate guide and all segnents of society
must accept the national service with an open heart.

"This can hel p overcone many social ills in our country besides
nurturing val ues and practices that can strengthen nasional i smand
patriotism" he said.

Nati onal service can also help police and military work in the country,
he sai d.

However, the adm nistration and recruitnent of people for the programre
must be pl anned properly, he said.

The Government woul d get the views from organi sati ons and human rights
bodi es |i ke the Ml aysi an Human Ri ghts Commi ssion before further action was
t aken, he said.

Dr Rais said the scope of the national service should not only confine
to police and mlitary aspects but al so enphasi se on social, |ove for the
nation and positive values to create a disciplined society.

On the case of an underage Mal aysian girl who clai med she was raped
whil e being detained at a illegal immgrants' depot in Sabah and had not
been sent back to Malaysia by the Philippines till now, Dr Rais said if the



girl was a Mal aysi an, the governnent needs to produce the identification
docunments of the girl to the Philippines Foreign Mnistry.
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