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NEW DEFENCE PURCHASES TO BENEFI T LOCAL ECONOMY, SAYS NAJI B

By: Ahmad Zuki man Zain

WARSAW March 20 (Bernama) -- New defence purchases will fromnow on
take a broader perspective so as to generate spin-offs for the Ml aysi an
econony, Defence Mnister Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak sai d here Wednesday.

"CGone are the days that we go for straightforward purchases. Now we
have to ook in ternms of what the other countries can al so buy from
Mal aysia," he told Mal aysian journalists who are here to cover the visit of
Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad begi nni ng Thur sday.

The Defence Mnistry would ensure that the defence requirenment for the
country woul d also |l ead to spin-offs for the national economnmy, Najib said
prior totalks with his Polish counterpart, Jerzy Szmajdzinski, here.

"I't should not be a total outflowin terms of foreign exchange but how
you can | everage that purchase to stinulate economic growh for the nation.

"Wt are going to structure all our deals to benefit the | ocal econony,
not necessarily connected with defence alone but it can be beyond the
defence sector,"” said Najib who arrived here Tuesday night to join the
Prime Mnister's delegation for the three-day official visit.

He said the policy woul d be inplenented fromnow on for all major
def ence purchases including for the governnent's consideration to buy main
battl e tanks from Pol and and the Russian offer for Ml aysia to purchase its
Sukhoi SU- 30.

Najib was in Russia |last week to acconpany Dr Mahathir on the prine
mnister's first stop of his current three-nation visit. Wile there, they
wi t nessed a denonstration of the SU 30 which Malaysia is considering to
buy.

Dr Mahathir will arrive from Germany Thursday for yet another
acti on- packed programe that would include talks with his Polish
counterpart, Leszek MIller, and a nmeeting with President Al eksander
Kwasni ewski

He will also witness a denonstration of the main battle tank here and
fly to Gdansk for a show by the Polish Navy fleet.

Naji b said Pol and was very keen to sell their T-72 or PT-91 main battle
tank to Ml aysi a.

He is scheduled to visit the factory at diw ce-Laberdy, 400km from
here, after talks with the Polish mnister.

"I"msure that during ny discussion with the mnister, he will indicate
the keen interest of the Polish governnment to sell the tanks to us,"” Najib
sai d.

At this stage, the government had not nmade any decision on the offer as
it was evaluating a few options.

Apart fromthe technical aspects and capability of the tanks, the
gover nment woul d consider the commercial offer in ternms of what the Polish
government coul d provide in areas such as counter-trade, |oans and transfer
of technol ogy, he said.

Stating that other countries had al so nade a strong pitch to sell their
battle tanks to Malaysia, Najib said the conpetition was quite keen.

He said the governnent had not fixed the nunber of the tanks to buy but
"ideally we should tal k about a reginent of tanks". This would be three
batteries and one battery for reserve and trai ning.

"One battery varies according to the kind of philosophy that each arny
adopts but basically we are talking of 12 to 16 tanks per battery," he
sai d.



He said a teamof officers fromthe arny Arnour Corps sent here to
evaluate the main battle tanks was now ready to report back to himon their
findings.
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