02 APR 2002
SKYMALL- SHOPPI NG CENTRE
NEW SHOPPI NG CENTRE CONCEPT | N LANGKAW TO ATTRACT MORE TOURI STS

LANGKAW , April 2 (Bernama) -- DR Goup Hol di ngs Sdn Bhd has i ntroduced
a new "Under - A- Roof " shoppi ng concept with its Skymal | shopping centre here
at the Langkawi International Airport.

The conpany' s nmanagi ng di rector Datuk Dahl an Rashi d sai d t he conpany
had i nvested nore than RMB million to create a conducive environnment at the
duty-free Skymal I shopping centre with various branded products purchased
directly fromthe suppliers at reasonabl e pri ces.

The shoppi ng centre which began operations early this year will be
officially opened by Prine M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad this
Friday, Dahlan told reporters here today.

He sai d t he conpany had brought together the operations of 30 shops
| ocat ed around t he ai rport under one roof and had created a conveni ent
one-stop centre for shoppers.

The shoppi ng centre consists of an area of 232.25 sq netres al one for
shops sel ling a conprehensi ve sel ecti on of vari ous popul ar branded
perfunmes, making it the | argest such set-up in the northern area, as well
as shops selling a variety of branded chocol ates, various desi gner wear as
wel | as ot her exclusive branded itens not sold el sewhere here.

The products sold at the centre here are a | ot nore cheaper than in the
bi gger cities particularly during the non-cheap sal es period, Dahlan said.

"I believe this new shoppi ng concept whichis ajoint-idea with
Mal aysia Airports Berhad will one day be introduced at the Kual a Lunmpur
International Airport (KLIA)," he said.

He sai d t he new shoppi ng approach was expected to attract tourists from
Japan, Korea and Taiwan to the centre.

This would be also in line with the objective of upgrading Langkaw 's
i mage as a tourist destination in the | eague of other tourist destinations
inthe region such as Phuket in Thailand, Bali in Indonesia, Singapore and
Pul au Pinang and to al so conpete with those destinations, he said.

Dahl an said that following its agreement with MAB, the conpany woul d be
al so hol di ng several events such as cultural shows, exhibitions, and
promotions within the shopping centre to further attract tourists to shop
t here.

DR Group Holdings first established itself herein the 1980s with a
smal | shoppi ng space, selling only perfune, but when Langkaw gai ned a
duty-free status, the conpany expanded its business by investing RML2
mllion to devel op the Jetty Point conplex in Kuah.
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