14 AUG 2002
Kel ant an- Ai r port
NEW TERM NAL AT SULTAN | SMAI L PETRA Al RPORT OPENS NEXT MONTH

KOTA BAHARU, Aug 14 (Bernama) -- The RVb5 million new term nal building
at the Sultan Ismail Petra Airport in Pengkal an Chepa, which starts
operations next nmonth, will have the capacity to handl e 500 passengers an
hour .

At present, it can only cater for 100 passengers per hour, Ml aysia
Ai rports Managenment and Techni cal Services General Manager Azi z Mohd Nor
sai d today.

He said opening of the newterm nal building can overcone congesti on at
the airport.

The 12,000 sq netre terminal building, with the Morish architectura
desi gn, has nodern avi ati on equi pnment and facilities, he said when briefing
a state government del egation | ed by Menteri Besar Datuk N k Abdul Aziz Nik
Mat .

Present were Mal aysi a Airports Hol di ngs Berhad Chai rman Tan Sri Basir
Ismai|l and its Executive Director (Qperations) Datuk Adnan Shansuddi n

Aziz said the term nal, which would replace the old term nal building,
was 94 per cent conpl et ed.

The newtermnal, six tinmes bigger than the old one, can cope with a
maxi mumcapacity of two mllion passengers a year expected to be achi eved
in 2015 as conpared to the present 550,000 annual passenger | oad.

Anong conponents of the newtermninal are 14 units of check-in
comput ers, 300 parking | ots, parking aprons for three Boeing 737 and two
F-50 aircraft, two taxiways, two VIP and one WI P | ounges, he said.

Construction of the term nal building in tw phases started in
Sept ember 1999 and expected to be fully conpleted in four nonths.

Ni k Azi z said the newterninal building was yet anot her devel opnent
project that woul d benefit the state and the peopl e.

He sai d opening of the term nal woul d enabl e sending of cargo by air
and facilitate Kel ant anese doi ng busi ness out si de Kel antan t o conmut e.

He, however, expressed the hope that the federal governnent woul d
upgrade the airport into aninternational airport to cater for direct
flights overseas |ike to Jeddah and Tokyo

"I've made this request I ong ago. In fact, 1've informed Prine M nister
(Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohanmad) several years ago," he said.

To achi eve the status of an international airport, the airport's
exi sting runway, which could only handl e Boei ng 737 pl anes, need to be
| engt hened, he said.

The nmove woul d hel p devel op the tourismindustry in Kel antan, he added.
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