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NEW THREATS, ECONOM C SECURI TY | SSUES MAI N TOPI CS AT LI D 2002

By: Nor Hanmad Vari nan

LANGKAW , July 30 (Bernama) -- New threats and economi c security issues
faced by devel oping nations follow ng the Sept 11 attacks on the United
States are to feature pronmnently at the Langkawi International D al ogue
(LI D 2002).

The four-day dial ogue, starting on Thursday at the Pel angi Beach Resort
in Pantai Chenang, here, is expected to adopt a resol ution on probl ens
faced by the countries and action plans needed to tackle the issues.

Mal aysi an | ndust ry-Governnent Group for H gh Technol ogy (M GHT) Advi ser
Tan Sri Dr Omar Abdul Rahman said this year's dialogue, the fourth inits
series, would not only deliberate on security issues fromthe physica
vi ewpoi nt but al so delve into econonic security matters.

"The topics we have chosen are linked to security but not in the
physi cal aspect but in terms of economic interest. We are going to | ook
i nt o how devel opi ng countries are going to handl e new and energi ng
chal | enges i n safeguardi ng their econom c security," he told reporters when
asked on issues that m ght be focused at the dial ogue to be opened by Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad.

This year's dialogue is thened "Towards A Smarter d obe - Enhanci ng
Security and Prosperity for Devel opnent through Smart Partnership.”

Dr Orar said preparations for LID 2002 were going on snoothly and the
di al ogue, to be held for the first tine under a marquee, is being well
coordi nated by the Comonweal th Partnership for Technol ogy Managenent
(CPTM and M GHT.

"This is the first time CPTMand M GHT are coordi nating the
preparations and are | ooking forward for the arrival of heads of state and
governnent and their del egations,” he said.

On the Smart News Network International (SNNi), |launched in Kanpala in
August | ast year, he said, a workshop was just held in Kuala Lunpur to give
fresh inmpetus to the news di ssemi nati on nechani sm

He sai d discussions would be held fromtine to tinme to ensure the SNN
network played a nore effective role in preparing devel oping countries with
alternative ideas on current issues affecting them

The SNNi was jointly launched by Dr Mahathir and Ugandan Presi dent
Yoweri Miseveni at the International Smart Partnership D al ogue 2001 in
Munyonyo, Uganda.

The New Vi si on newspaper in Uganda, the Mbzanbi que News Agency and The
Heral d of Zi nbabwe are anong the nmedi a organi sations fromAfrica
participating in the news exchange.

The Mal aysi an Nati onal News Agency (BERNAMA), The New Straits Tines,
The Star and Utusan Mal aysia are the Ml aysi an conponents.

- - BERNAMA

NH TS



	NEW THREATS, ECONOMIC SECURITY ISSUES MAIN TOPICS AT LID 2002 (Bernama 30/07/2002)

