10 FEB 2002
Mahat hi r - New Year
NEW YEAR SHOULD BE AN OCCASI ON TO STRENGTHEN Tl ES- PM

KUALA LUVPUR, Feb 10 (Bernama) --The Prinme Mnister, Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad, has urged Mal aysi ans to make use of the occasion of the
Chi nese New Year to strengthen ties anong them

By visiting the Chinese New Year open house, Ml aysians could foster
closer relations with one another and ensure the harnony and wel | bei ng of
the country, he said in his Chinese New Year nessage rel eased by the Prinme
M nister's office.

"On this auspicious occasion of the Chinese New Year, | once again urge
al | Mal aysians irrespective of their race and religion to conme together and
joyfully celebrate the new year," the Prine Mnister said.

Dr Mahathir, who is nowon a visit to Antarctica, expressed the hope
t hat Ml aysi ans woul d pause and ponder on the privil ege of being nationals
of Mal aysi a, a peaceful, prosperous and stable nation.

Expressing confidence that the Chinese New Year this tine would be
joyful like in previous years, the Prinme Mnister said the people should be
grateful in this uncertain world particularly fromthe aspect of the
econony as they did not face too many hurdl es and sufferings.

"When we hol d open house for our friends and rel atives, food and drinks
overflowin large anounts," he said.

"The poor and less fortunate are al so not forgotten and are entertained
by those who have the neans. This is the beauty of the Malaysian life."

The Prime Mnister said this luxury did not cone by itself but with the
effort and cooperation of Ml aysians of all races, religions, |anguages and
cul tures who had chosen the path of noderation, unity and a peaceful and
har noni ous life.

He said Ml aysia had proved to be a success and the country was greatly
respected by the international community as the nost devel oped of the
devel opi ng nati ons.

Mal aysia's prosperity had attracted foreigners to cone to Malaysia in
| arge numbers in search of jobs and i nvestnent.

However a small group was bound to be dissatisfied and woul d nake al
ki nds of demands and apply pressure on the governnent to chanpion its
narr ow agenda.

"We shoul d ask ourselves as to whether we want this mnority group to
destroy our success and prosperity which we had built all this while," he
sai d.

The Prime Mnister and Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali w shed the
Chi nese conmunity a happy and prosperous new year
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