06 MAR 2002
Coff-Visit
NEW ZEALAND FOREI GN AFFAI RS AND TRADE M NI STER ARRI VES

KUALA LUVMPUR, March 6 (Bernama) -- New Zeal and Foreign Affairs and
Trade M nister Phil Goff arrived here today for a two-day official visit to
Mal aysi a.

A Foreign Mnistry statenment issued here today said the visit is at the
invitation of Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed Hami d Al bar ained at further
strenghtening bilateral ties and cooperation between both countries.

Coff, accompani ed by two senior govrnment officials, will hold
bilateral consultations with Syed Hanid and will call on Prinme Mnister
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad and Deputy Prinme M nister Datuk Seri
Abdul | ah Ahnad Badaw .

He will also neet Defence M nister Datuk Mohamed Najib Tun Razak during
the visit. Goff will conclude the visit with a brief one-day tripto
Sar awak.

The bilateral neeting between Goff and Syed Hamid will focus on further
pronoting bil ateral cooperation between both countries including in the
areas of econony and trade, education, science and technol ogy, defence and
security.

Both sides will also exchange views during the neeting on various
regional and international issues of nmutual interest including efforts to
further strenghten regional stability and econom c cooperation as well as
initiatives in effectively conbating terrorism

Currently, Malaysia is New Zeal and' s | argest tradi ng partner anong the
Asean countries with bilateral trade vol une anounting to around RM2. 4
billion | ast year.

An encour agi ng nunber of Mal aysi an conpanies is currently operating
actively in several key econom c sectors in New Zeal and such as
manuf act uri ng, food processing, real estate devel opnent and forestry.

Accurul at ed New Zeal and' s i nvestnent in Ml aysi a's nmanufacturing sector
up to last year anpunted to RM36 million.

The cooperation in the field of education has also registered an
encour agi ng expansi on followi ng the inplenmentation of tw nning progranmmes
between the institutions of higher [earning of both countries and about
1, 059 Mal aysi an students are currently pursuing their higher education in
New Zeal and.

Besi des that, Ml aysia and New Zeal and are enjoying cl ose cooperation
in the areas of science and technol ogy, and planning to expand the areas of
envi ronnment al technol ogy, biotechnol ogy as well as information and
conmuni cati on t echnol ogy.
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