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NEWCOVER KYRGYZ REGARDS LI D A FRU TFUL FORUM FOR DEVELOPI NG COUNTRI ES

By: Ahmad Zuki man Zain

LANGKAW , Aug 3 (Bernama) -- Kyrgyz Republic, a newcomer to the snart
partnership international dial ogues, has |ikened the Langkawi |Internationa
Di al ogue (LID) to the Wrld Econom ¢ Forumin Davos, saying that it
provi ded an opportunity for devel oping countries to di scuss econom ¢
i ssues.

Kyrgyz President Askar Akayev said many of the issues addressed here
were very close to new y-i ndpendent states that were currently at the
transition stage of their devel opnent.

Taki ng his country as an exanple, he said support fromthe
i nternational comunity had enabl ed the fornmer Soviet republic to inplenent
a w de-scal e economni c programe.

Speaki ng at the closing session of the three-day LID, he hailed
Mal aysia's contribution in assisting his country to carry out its
devel oprent programe.

He recalled his first official visit to Malaysia in 1995, saying he was
i mpressed with the econoni c success of the country.

"I requested (Prine Mnister Datuk Seri) Dr Mahathir (Mhamad) to
assi st the Kygryz republic with an econonic study," he said.

He said when Dr Mahathir visited Bi shkek two years |ater, he handed
over a long-termeconomn c devel opnent progranme, devel oped under his
| eadershi p and by the best of Ml aysian experts.

"Nowadays this plan is called in Kyrgyz as the Dr Mahathir Mhamad' s
pl an," said Akayev, who is attending the dialogue for the first-tine.

He said the plan becane the basis for a conprehensi ve devel opnent
framework of a | ong-termecononi c vision of 2010 adopted by the Centra
Asi an country as a national strategy for economn c devel opnent.

He noted that the progranme had been supported by the Asian Devel opnent
Bank, 1sl am c Devel opnent Bank and ot her donors.

"Even Wirl d Bank President John Wl fensohn has acknow edged this
programre to be the best strategy for econom c devel opnent for a devel opi ng
country,"” he said.

He said Dr Mahathir presented a second economic study to Kyrgyz which
was significant in inproving its strategies to bring in nore foreign
i nvest nent s.

"I believe these two econom ¢ studies on the devel opment of the Kyrgyz
econony in bringing foreign direct investnents as the best exanple of smart
partnership,” he said.

He al so concurred with Dr Mahathir's concerns on economic terrorism
sayi ng that new y-i ndependent and devel opi ng countries could fell prey to
economc terrorsimif they did not consolidate and protect their interests
jointly.

-- Bernama
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