01 SEP 2002
BN- El ecti on
NEXT POLLS CRUCI AL FOR BN AND FUTURE GENERATI ONS

KUALA LUMPUR, Sept 1 (Bername) -- The next general election, to be held
by 2004, woul d be one of the nost inportant wars ever fought by the ruling
Bari san Nasi onal (BN), BN Youth head Datuk H shamuddi n Tun Hussein said
t oday.

"The next general election would be one of the nost inportant wars, not
only for the BN but also for future generations. For this we have to be
ready to fight the dirty tactic of the opposition as only the BN can
guarantee the future of this country," he said.

He said the 14 BN conponent parties, whether they like it or not, nust
be fully prepared to face this war as the opposition was willing to go to
any length to gain control of the country.

"They (opposition parties) are | ooking at tenporary gains but we | ook
not only at the present but also the future...we have to be prepared for
the war," he told reporters after opening the People's Progressive Party
(PPP) Yout h annual general assenbly here.

He said the coalition's top | eadershi p had asked all conponent parties
to gear up for the national polls and all the 14 parties were now
fine-tuning their el ection nmachinery.

He said any di fferences anong groups in conponent parties should be set
asi de so that they could concentrate on preparing for the general election.
"M nor internal problens should be solved using the party's interna
avenues...they have their own fornmulas to solve their problens so it is
only good that all problens are settled before we go to war," he said.

However, Hi shamuddin said internal disputes in sonme BN parties woul d
not erode support for the coalition, which has been at the hel mof the
country since it gai ned i ndependence 45 years ago.

On the call by Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad to the
El ecti on Commi ssion (EC) to renpve phantomvoters fromthe electoral rolls,
he said the EC shoul d take the necessary steps to ensure the voters' |ist
was cl ean.

"W had information that PAS brought in busloads of voters from outside
on the eve of the by-election in Anak Bukit. Sone voters regi stered there
suddenly found their names not in the election rolls,"” he said.

Commenti ng on Kel antan Menteri Besar Datuk Ni k Abdul Aziz Nk Mat's
statenment that nen who abandoned their wi ves shoul d be whi pped,

H shanmmuddi n said this was anot her exanpl e of PAS | eaders going to the
extreme to gain political mleage.

H shanmuddi n al so said Mal aysians, in the spirit of Merdeka, should
reflect on the country's bitter struggle when it was fighting for
i ndependence.

"Do not at anytinme think we are out of the woods. We are not as there
are sone anong us who want to drag us back to the dark past where we
suffered and worked for others," he said.
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