30 MAR 2002
Terrorism Attendance
51 COUNTRI ES CONFI RM ATTENDANCE AT O C SPECI AL SESSI ON

KUALA LUWPUR, March 30 (Bernama) -- The response to the Ml aysi an
initiated special session of the Islamc Conference of Foreign M nisters on
Terrori smhas been overwhel m ng, judging fromthe nunber of countries which
have confirned their participation at the three-day nmeeting begi nning on
Monday.

Foreign Mnistry Secretary-Ceneral Datuk Ahmad Fuzi Abdul Razak
described the participation as "very good".

"For a special sessionthis is very encouraging,"” he said when nmet at
the flagship hotel, the Pal ace of the Gol den Horses Hotel here today.

He said that 51 countries out of 57-nenber nations of the O C had
confirmed their participation.

Mal aysi a' s decision to hold the neeting was pronpted by vari ous
devel opnents after terrorist attacks onthe United States on Sept 11 | ast
year, especially its inmpact on Muslins and | sl am

The Sept 11 terrorist attacks in New York and Washi ngt on, bl aned on
Csama bin Laden and his Al -Qaeda novenent, resulted in nore that 3,000
deat hs.

The three-day special session will be opened on Monday by Mal aysi an
Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad.

The special session is expected to come up with a declaration
outlining, anong others, the definition of terrorism its root causes and
measures to overcone it.

Fuzi said that preparations to host the special session are going on
snoot hl y.

Rehearsel for the opening cerenony was held at the hotel here to iron
out any glitches during the session proper and security was extra tight
with netal detectors beinginstalled at all entry and exit points of the
neeti ng venue.

Pal esti ne Forei gn M ni ster Farouk Kaddoumi , who will be here for the
Speci al Session of the Islanc Conference of Foreign M nisters on
Terrorism is expected to be the centre of attention follow ng the | at est
devel opnents in his country.

Kaddoumi , scheduled to arrive tomorrow, will be heading his country's
del egation and is expected toclarify to the O C nenber states the ongoi ng
struggl e agai nst |srael.

He will explain to the del egates the current senario follow ng the
|l arge scale Israeli mlitary attack on Pal estini an | eader Yasser Arafat's
headquarters, on Friday.

The Israeli attack was said to be in response to the terror attacks
that killed 29 Israelis in three days, especially the suicide bonbing by
the Islamc mlitant group Hamas on Wednesday in a hotel in the Israeli
resort of Netanya which killed 22 diners.

The Israeli attack on Arafat al so cane a day after the Arab summit
decided, at its nmeeting in Beirut, Lebanon, to devel op normal rel ations
with Israel in exchange for its withdrawal fromthe territory captured in
the 1967 M ddl e East War.

Besi des Kaddoumi , Foreign M nister of the Afghan i nteri mgovernment Dr
Abdul I ah Abdul | ah and many of the foreign mnisters fromO C nenber
countries are expected to arrive in stages tonorrow.

To date, 51 of the 57 O C nenber countries have confirned their
participation at the three-day special session aimed at projecting the



Islani ¢ stand on conbating terrorismto the worl d.

Iran's Deputy Foreign Mnister Dr Mohanad Zarif and Bahrain's M nister
of State for Foreign Affairs Dr Mohamad Abdul Chaffar Abdul |l ah are al ready
in Kual a Lunpur.
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