04/ 08/ 2002

A non-conforni st PM

Appa

Dear Son,

AGREED, if everyone was a non-conform st, there would be chaos in society.
Conform sts are essential for stability but, as |I nmentioned in ny previous
letter, sone non-conform sts are necessary for any society to progress.
The best woul d be people who conformto nost of society's values and
nores, yet rise to challenge perceptions or activities that may not be

i deal

Now t hat you nention it, yes, certainly you are right. Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohamad is a fine exanple of a non-conform st. Perhaps that is
why he has been so successful. He chall enged many perceptions and forns
that existed during his 21 years as Prime Mnister. After taking over, he
decided to tackle tine itself. He adjusted the hands of the clock by 30
m nutes so that both West and East Ml aysi ans shared a standard timne.

Everyone had to take notice of this new man at the helm And i ndependent
Si ngapore was forced to follow us. | believe there was a nessage in it for
our nei ghbour too.

Al'l our previous prinme mnisters had generally | ooked to the West for
i nspiration. One reason probably was that they had had their tertiary
education in England. Mahathir | ooked in the opposite direction. H's "Look
East" policy was another jolt for Ml aysians and the Western world. A non-
conform st at work. The nation shifted focus. Having | apped up many things
fromone col oniser, we started |learning from anot her. Suddenly, Japan was
our best friend. Wt started | ooking at the Koreans too. Al as and al ack
Engl and - on whomt he Ml aysi an sun too had now set - took a back seat.

Mahat hir sai d Mal aysi ans are capable of the best. Sone believed him One
bunch went along to humour him Sonme ridiculed him He said we will have
our own car. The sceptics had a good |augh. But the Proton arrived and
today we are exporting cars. The tallest towers in the world were built.
H s enthusiamfired up many people. Two Ml aysi ans scal ed Mouth Everest,
one sailed round the world and others carried out other feats of strength,
courage and endurance.

Slowy, it struck hone. That fellow was right after all. W can do
things if we set our minds and hearts to it. The cry went our |oud and
clear: Ml aysia Boleh. And gradually "that fell ow' becane "our bel oved
PM'.

A cl assic non-conformst.

The econonmic crisis hit us. Pundits said we should tighten our belts and
take the M s nmedicine to survive. The good doctor from Kedah said, "you
keep your nedicine. I will concoct sonething else for ny nation'.

He encour aged spendi ng, introduced currency controls and pegged the
Ringgit to the US dollar. Many were shocked. It's the end of Ml aysi a,
some said. He has gone crazy, others opined. But we came out of it well.
And ot hers began to ask how the Mahathir nedicine was made. Certainly this
is the style of a non-conform st. And who can forget his tussle with
royalty. He not only shook up the royals but Mal aysians' view of royalty
as well. Only a non-conform st could have done that.

Then he did the unthinkable. This |leader of a tiny nation of 22 mllion
people criticised the superpower. Not once, but many tinmes. And if he felt
the West was wong, he said so.

Then at a gathering of Muslimleaders fromall over the world in KL
where synpat hy for the Pal estinians ran high, this Ml aysian Misliml eader



sai d Muslim suicide bonbers who caused the death of innocents should al so
be considered terrorists. That took trenmendous courage. Only a non-
conform st could have done it.

Many feel he is Malaysia's best Prime Mnister. hers say under him
denocracy was di srobed and placed in chains. There are those who fee
gratitude for what he has done. Ot hers seethe at the sight of him

By studying the reaction of people to him we can |earn nore about human
nature. Sone praise his acconplishnments, others point out his m stakes.
Look up at the Twin Towers, say sone. Look down at the nmisery of those he
has tranpl ed under the | SA, say others. See how caring he is, sone say. He
is a dictator, claimothers. Look how nuch plenty and progress he has
brought, say sone. See how far back he has set the judiciary, say others..

This, Son, is a good |esson for you. W can never please everyone. And
Mahat hir certainly knows this.

God bl ess you,

Appa
The heights by great nen reached and kept Were not attained by sudden
flight, But they, while their conpanions slept, Wre toiling upward in the
night. - Longfell ow
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