29 JUN 2002
Abdul | ah- El ecti on
ABDULLAH EXPECTS STRONG FI GHT FOR PENDANG AND ANAK BUKI T

ALOR SETAR, June 29 (Bernama) -- Deputy Prine M nister Datuk Seri
Abdul | ah Ahrmad Badawi sai d today the by-el ections for the Pendang
parliamentary seat and Anak Bukit state seat will be keenly contested.

Thi s was because Bari san Nasional (BN) would go all out to recapture
both seats whil e PAS woul d do anything to defend them he said at a press
conference after neeti ng Kedah BN | eaders and nenbers of the state Umo
I iai son body at the Kedah Menteri Besar's official residence, Mental oon,
her e.

Both seats are presently held by PAS. The El ecti on Commi ssi on ( EC)
today fixed July 10 as the nom nation day for the by-elections for both
seats while polling day will be July 18.

Both seats fell vacant followi ng the death of their representative
Dat uk Fadzil Noor, who is al so PAS president, |ast Sunday.

However, Abdul |l ah was confident that BN woul d wi n both by-el ections
based on the preparations it had made and t he i ncreasing support for BN
anong t he peopl e.

He said the BN was ready to counter all the allegations to be raised by
t he opposition includingissues on religion and education during the
canpai gni ng for the by-el ections.

Wth the vacancy in Anak Bukit, the BN has 23 seats, PAS 11 and
Keadi | an one seat in the Kedah State Legislative Assenbly which has 36
seats.

BN wants to recapture Anak Bukit, which it hel d before the 1999 general
el ection, to have a two-thirds majority in the State Assenbly while the
opposi tion wants to deny BN the two-thirds majority.

Abdul | ah sai d the question of BN candi dates for the by-el ections had
yet to be deci ded, addi ng that the Umo headquarters had yet to receive the
nom nati on from Kedah Umo.

Respondi ng to a question, Abdullah said it would not be right to use
the results of the two by-elections as a yardstick for the next general
el ection.

Abdul I ah, who is al so Home M nister, said the security situationin
both the constituenci es were under control .

He di d not expect the transition of power fromPrime M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad to hi mwoul d be made an i ssue during the
by- el ecti ons.
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