23/ 09/ 2002

Tam | body to give alternative views on teaching in English

| POH, Sun. - The Mal aysian Tam | Education, Research and Devel opnent
Foundation will provide alternative views to the Governnent on the
teachi ng of Science and Mat hematics in English.

Foundati on pro-temconmmittee nmenber M K. Kal ai many said the group had
witten to Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad to relay the
views of parents and Tam | educationists.

Speaki ng today at a conference on the inplication of using English to
teach Mathematics and Science in Tam | schools, he said the Covernnent
woul d be sensitive to the views of all quarters before a decision is made.

On Sept 2, Dr Mahathir met a 20-nenber del egation, conprising
representatives of the Associ ated Chi nese Chanbers of Comerce and
I ndustry of Ml aysia and seven nmajor federations of clans and
associ ations, which had the opportunity to express opinions on the issue.

Kal ai many said the foundation supported the Governnment's nove to inprove
the standard of English in primary schools.

The neeting, attended by about 100 parent-teacher association
representatives and |inguists, unani nously passed resol utions calling on
the Governnent to, anmong others, set aside nore tine to the teaching of
English and make Tam | a conpul sory subject for the ethnic group at the
primary | evel.
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