23 JAN 2002
Por t - Housi ng
PORT SPENDS RMB7 M LLI ON ON HOUSI NG FOR TANJUNG KUPANG VI LLAGERS

JOHOR BAHARU, Jan 23 (Bernama) -- After earning accolade fromthe Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mbhanmad on Monday for exenpl ary managenent,
the Tanjung Pel epas Port (TPP) also nerits praise as a caring corporate
citizen.

Dubbed the world's nost rapidly expandi ng port, the TPP' s conpassi onate
atribute cones in the shape of a RMB7-nmillion housing schene it is building
for 450 residents in Tanjung Kupang whose | and was acquired to nake way for
the port.

A 32-ha site is being transforned into the sel f-contai ned Desa Paya
Mengkuang housing estate conplete with a police station and quarters for
of ficers and nmen, schools, a health clinic and a-1, 000 capacity nosque
anong other facilities.

Nearing conpl etion and due for occupation in June, the houses, though
not erected for free, are offered at concessionary and irresistable prices
to the af fected residents.

A four-rooned doubl e-storey terrace house, for exanple, is offered at
RMB4, 000 agai nst RM210, 000 in the open market while a three-rooned unit, at
RMR5, 000 conpared to its narket price of RMB5, 000

As such affordability should not be a problemgiven that the residents
had earlier received conpensation running up to hundreds of thousand
ringgit for their |and.

Bahar om Abdul Ghani, the Johor state assenbl yman for Tanjung Kupang who
officiated at the sales | aunch for the houses here yesterday, said TPP
could afford to offer the units at such prices as it was the project
devel oper and fi nanci er.

"The project is also instrunental in alleviating resettlenment of
vill agers displaced by | and acquisition for the port's devel opnent,"” he
tol d Ber nana.

The housi ng estate conprises 193 | ow cost doubl e-storey terrace units,
155 four-rooned doubl e-storey units, 55 single-storey terrace units and 28
uni ts of shophouses.

TPP chai rman Dat uk Mohamed Taufi k Abdul | ah said it did not mnd
finacing the entire project in return for the residents' major sacrifice
for the sake of TPP' s devel oprent.

"It is a big sacrifice on their part to ensure that our port could be
built fast,"” he said.

The project was the outcone of TPP's consultation with the state
gover nment which endorsed that the affected residents be resettled not far
fromtheir original plot, he said.

"A state governnment commttee determnes the prices for the units,"”
Mohamed Taufi k said.

Tanj ung Kupang penghul u Mbhamad Yassi n Hassan said the TPP's gesture
proved that with will and determ nation there was no reason for corporate
entities to abscond their social obligations.

"TPP has done it convincingly and in good faith... it not only pays us
conpensation but also builds the homes for us. Over and above that it
offers the residents the units cheaply," he said.

Despite being inevitably transforned into a concrete establishnent,
Desa Paya Mengkuang, as the nane suggests, |ooks set to retain the serenity
and beauty of Tanjung Kupang's rural life.

"Perhaps nore inportantly Desa Paya Mengkuang will serve as an



enbodi nent of a successful privatisation project of which the spillovers
much benefit the nasses,” Mhamad Yassin added.
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