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Dr M Fighting spirit weakeni ng

M K. Megan

KUALA LUMPUR, Sat. - Umo president Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad said
the fighting spirit of some party nenbers had weakened as they were nore
interested in self-pronotion than in supporting the party.

"The conmi trent and undivi ded support for the party is not there (anong
t hese nenbers),"” he said.

The Prime Mnister recalled the success of the first general election in
1955 when the strong spirit of the Malays from Umo who supported the
Alliance had enabled it to win 51 out of the 52 seats contested.

"Back then they understood the struggle and gave their undivi ded
support. But now, we find that the fighting spirit is declining.

"There are some who ask what they will get if they support Umo while
ot hers ask what they had received after being an Umo nenber for 15 or 20
years."

He was addressing 1, 000-odd foreign Umo C ub alumi nenbers during a
di nner to launch the alumi's third annual general neeting yesterday.

Dr Mahathir said the 283-majority win by Umo candi date at the Pendang
by-el ecti on was a proof of this. Some party nenbers had sul ked because
they did not get noney or that nasi |emak was not prepared for them

Dr Mahathir said although nore than 80 per cent of the population in
Pendang and Anak Bukit were Ml ays, Umo's candidate i n Pendang won only
by 283 votes because not all Umo nenbers gave their undivided support.

He said in sone incidences during the 1999 general election, where the
Umo nenbers did not approve of the candi date naned, they made sure the

person lost. "If such an attitude continues, Umo will lose (in elections)
not because it does not serve the people but because of ill-feelings anong
nmenbers. "

Dr Mahathir rem nded the alumi not to expect anything in return, but
t hey should be commtted to the race, religion and country when serving
the party.

"But let's ask ourselves, haven't we got anything? Wat about the roads,
clinics, schools and not to nention schol arships to study locally and
abr oad?"

Dr Mahathir, who is the patron of the alumi, |ater received donations
from Puncak Ni aga Sdn Bhd, 1JM Corporation Bhd, Airod Sdn Bhd (RVbO, 000
each), domac G oup Bhd and Safura G oup (RWR0O, 000 each) on behal f of the
al umi .

Penbi naan Punca Cergas Sdn Bhd contributed RML nmillion towards
organi sing an annual essay witing conpetition over the next 20 years.
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