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PUTRAJAYA, Mon. - The Associ ated Chi nese Chanbers of Commerce and | ndustry
of Mal aysia (ACCCIM and seven mmjor Federations of C ans and Associ ations
today expressed their support for the Government's plans to inprove the
standard of English.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad, who net a 20- nenber
del egation representing the two influential Chinese groups at his office,
said they al so urged the Governnment to nmake English a conpul sory subj ect
at all school |evels.

"Both groups fully support the Government's efforts to i nprove English
from primary-school |level and for nore time to be allocated for the
teaching of English in schools, but they have differences in opinion on
the I evel at which the teaching of Science and Mat hematics in English
shoul d start.

"They are of the viewthat it should start at the secondary-school |evel
because they think that it would be easier for primary school children to
learn in their nother tongue,” Dr Mahathir said after the neeting.

The ot her question, Dr Mahathir said, was whether the necessary
infrastructure to begin the teaching of the two subjects in English could
be ready by next year.

"I explained that the teaching would be with the aid of Information and
Conmmuni cati ons Technol ogy (I CT) whereby teachers would nerely play the
role of facilitators,"” he said.

The Prime Mnister said the Education Mnistry was working on the ICT
courseware and had received various proposals fromthe IT industry.

"I"mal so | ooking at sonme of the British institutions, which prepare
curricula and textbooks, to see how they could prepare the courseware in
accordance with our requirenents.

"However, the problemis that time is getting short and I don't know i f
we can prepare the courseware in time ...we have only four nonths |eft
(before next year)," Dr Mahathir said, adding that the CGovernnment was
currently working out the financing for the infrastructure, which would
i ncl ude supplying conputers and other ICT-related materials to all primary
school s.

"It is going to cost the Government a |ot of nmoney but it is our
intention to spend nore noney on prinmary education now than on tertiary
education ...nore than RMLO billion is allocated to the Educati on Mnistry
from our annual budget."

Meanwhi | e, ACCCI M president Tan Sri Lim Guan Teik said they submtted a
menorandumto Dr Mahathir [ast Monday in which they stated their support
for the |l earning and i nportance of English.

He said there were al so several proposals in the nenorandum i ncludi ng
maki ng Engli sh a conpul sory subject in schools and increasing the tine
all ocated for its teaching.

"W al so proposed that Science and Mathematics be initially taught in
the students' nother tongue in primary schools with the use of dual -
| anguage (English and nother tongue) textbooks and audi o-visual aids to
assi st the students,"” he said.

He said while the ACCCI M had no problens with the teaching of the two
subjects in English in secondary schools, it felt it was better that
Sci ence and Mat hematics be taught in the students' nother tongue at
primary schools to help students better understand the two subjects.



The Federations of Cans and Associ ati ons spokesman Dr Li m Chong Keang,
who is also deputy president of the Federati on of Hokkien Associations of
Mal aysi a, said they came up with a three-point proposal for today's
nmeeti ng, including one supporting the Governnent's plan to i nprove the
proficiency of English.

"The Prime Mnister's determination to i nprove the standard of English
is indeed far-sighted and we fully support him" he said.

Anot her proposal urged the Governnment to reconsider the teaching of
Mat hemati cs and Science in English in primary schools and the | ast
proposal was that the teaching of the two subjects in English be only
i ntroduced in secondary school s.

The seven cl ans and associ ations are the Federations of Hokki en, Kwang
Tunk, Hakka, Hai nan, Teochew, Kwangsi and San Ki ang Associ ati ons of
Mal aysi a.

Al so present at the meeting were MCA vice-president Datuk Chua Jui Meng
and MCA Youth chief Datuk Ong Tee Keat.

Dr Mahathir said he would give serious consideration to the groups
vi ews and proposals.

"I have asked themfor their agreenment that they should allowthe
Government to think about this seriously, we will not just disnmiss their
views and we will hopefully reach a decision that will not be damaging to
anyone.

"We have not nmade a final decision and would also like to listen to
other views...there are many other people who are equally strong in their
views and we will speak to themtoo," he concl uded.
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