19/ 09/ 2002

PM s noves enhances nation's imge anong ummah

SHAH ALAM Wed. - Malaysia's Islamc diplomacy reached new hei ghts under
Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad, Institute of D pl omacy and
Foreign Rel ations director-general Datuk Dr Mohd Yusof Ahmad said today.

"A staunch believer in |liberal, noderate and progressive Islam Dr
Mahat hir is seen pushing for nore dynam c and activist Islamc policy
orientation at the bilateral and nultilateral levels within the regi on and
i nternationally.

"Thi s has enhanced Mal aysia's image and credibility anmong the Umah and
the non-Muslimworld,” he said at the closing of the sem nar on
Under st andi ng Mal aysia as an Islamc Nation here by Menteri Besar Datuk
Seri Dr Mohd Khir Toyo.

In the wake of the Sept 11's negative ramfications on Islamand Mislins
the world over, Mhd Yusof said Malaysia's active efforts to correct
Western m sconceptions of Islamwere mani fested through recent initiatives
to foster greater dial ogues between |Islam and the non-Mislimworld.

"This was evident fromDr Mihathir's visits to the United States, the
Vatican and Europe this year," he said.

Mal aysia's Islam c diplomacy, in this respect, also bore fruit when the
country was acknowl edged by the non-Muslimworld as a nodel Islanic state.

He al so said Islamhad remai ned an i nportant conponent of Malaysia's
foreign policy since independence.

Director-general of the Institute of Islamc Understandi ng Mal aysia
Dat uk Dr Abdul Mbnir Yaacob called for the Syarak Adm nistrative Law and
Syariah Court in Malaysia to undergo a conplete and harnoni sed
reformation.

At present, it could be seen that there were on-going efforts to el evate
the status of the Syariah Court and the Syarak | aw.

At the closing, Dr Mohd Khir warned that over-reacti on woul d weaken the
Muslinms while fanaticismwould threaten the country's security and unity.

In this respect, he said, the Sel angor Governnent had introduced a
programe called "Bina Insan” (Human Devel opnent) to instil high noral
val ues anong the people.
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