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PMs official visit enhances ties

Ram an Sai d

PRIME M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad's official visit to Germany
in March underscored the excellent state of bilateral relations between
the two countries.

The four-day trip, which took Dr Mahathir and his 100-menber del egation
fromMnich to the capital of Berlin, cemented the smart and successf ul
partnershi p between the two nations.

The ties can now be described as excellent, grow ng, substantive and
friendly.

VWile in Germany, Dr Mahathir, known for keeping a gruelling pace in all
his overseas visits, also visited the Mercedes Benz and BMAN producti on
facilities.

After a series of tal ks and dial ogues with German | eaders and captai ns
of industry, the outcone was apparent: relations between the two nations
have reached a hi gher |evel.

For four days, the Germans were "bonbarded” w th nothing but Ml aysia as
Dr Mahathir, Ml aysia' s No. 1 salesman, and del egati on went on pronoting
the country.

"The programe was tight but slotting everything in a short period is a
better approach as we were able to keep the nonentum rem nding themall
the tine about the benefits of doing business in Malaysia," said
International Trade and Industry Mnister Datuk Seri Rafidah Aziz, a
menber of the del egation.

The first sell-Ml aysi a-sessi on was when Dr Mahat hir, soon after
touchi ng down at Munich Airport, addressed sone 300 top conpany executives
and busi ness | eaders at the Ml aysi an- Ger man Busi ness Forum

There he delivered a nessage investors were waiting to hear, that their
i nvestments woul d be safe, there would be consistency and stability and
i nvestors need not worry about any sudden changes in policies.

The assurance is indeed vital as awareness about Ml aysia and issues
concerning the country were still lowin Germany, even anong its policy
makers and opi nion | eaders.

Raf i dah said she was surprised by the |ack of knowl edge about Mal aysi a
anong sonme Ger mans.

One approach to be taken by Malaysia is to enlist the help of the 300
conpanies with German interests operating in Malaysia to disseninate nore
i nformati on about the country in Gernany.

Wth conpanies now shifting their attention to China as the country to
pl ace their noney, German investors have to be courted with the correct
i nformation.

Total Mal aysi an-CGernan trade | ast year stood at 5.9 billion euros
(RML9. 78 billion), with Malaysia registering a surplus in export of 919
mllion euros. The figure is expected to increase to 6.5 billion euros
this year, with Ml aysia exporting products worth 3.8 billion euros.

Dr Mahat hir had another opportunity to sell Ml aysia when he net |eaders
and nenbers of the influential Bunderverband der Deutschen |ndusrie or
Conf ederation of Gernman Industries and Ostasiati scher Verein or the
CGer man- Asi a Pacific Business Association in Berlin.

Briefing the audi ence on investnent and busi ness opportunities in
Mal aysi a, he said German firns woul d be nost wel come to invest in the
aut onoti ve sector.

Busi nessnen aside, he also had tal ks with German Chancel | or Gerhard



Schroeder, Bavarian State prem er Dr Edmund Stoi ber and president of the

German Bundestag Wl fgang Thierse. Wth events of Sept 11 still fresh in
everyone's mnd, Dr Mahathir said the visit provided Malaysia with the
chance to state its stand on various issues, like terrorism

The Germans were al so eager and keen to know Mal aysi a's perception and
anal ysis on |Islam Afghanistan, Palestine and |ndonesi a.

If the aimof the visit was to pronote bilateral trade and investnent in
both countries, there is no doubt the trip achieved its goal

Anot her highlight of Dr Mahathir's visit was the official opening of
t he Mal aysi an Enbassy at Klingel hof erstrasse 6, Berlin.

Dr Mahathir and his wife Datuk Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali al so nanaged
to do sone sightseeing during the visit. They were taken on a city tour of
Berlin that enabled themto see the devel opment of the city since the
reuni fication in 1990.

Among the | ocations were the Potsdamer Platz, which was Europe's busiest
square in the 1920s but was destroyed in the war and | eft undevel oped
until 1991; the East Side Gallery, a 1.3kmstretch of the Berlin \Wall
whi ch has been preserved as a nenorial; and Check Point Charlie, a forner
bor der crossing point.

Dr Mahathir also visited Adlershof, Berlin's city of science, technol ogy
and nedia. It is a newdistrict to be redevel oped until 2010 with
university and research institutions, media conpanies, technol ogy
conpani es and new residential quarters for 10,000 inhabitants.

* The witer can be contacted at ranl ans@stp.com ny



	PM's official visit enhances ties (NST 03/10/2002)

