13/ 10/ 2002

Ni col 's coach gets showcause letter

RI CHARD @ anfi el d, squash star Nicol David' s personal coach, has been
i ssued a showcause letter by the SRA of Malaysia for not reporting to
Kual a Lunmpur despite being ordered to do so

G anfield, who is on the National Sports Council's payroll, has been
transferred to KL but wants to remain in Penang to continue working with
Ni col

It is learnt that this is one reason for N col's bel ow par performance
in the Busan Asian Ganes as she wants danfield to continue coaching her

However, SRAM feels that N col needs a new coach with new ideas to
prevent her fromgetting into a slunp.

G anfield s refusal to shift his base to KL has been going on for
nont hs.

NSC di rector general Datuk Mazl an Ahnmad confirned that G anfield had
i ndeed been issued a showcause |etter by SRAM

"It was issued sonetinme ago and this matter will be solved once and for
all when we return to KL," said Mzl an, declining to comment further

However, Nicol has, in several neetings with SRAM presi dent Datuk
Mokhzani Mahat hir and the NSC, insisted that she wants to continue with
G anfield as her coach

SRAM and NSC, not wanting to jeopardise N col's career, have even asked
her to shift base to KL but the player, citing her famly, won't do so.

Ni col is in danger of not realising her full potential should she not
train regularly with players of higher calibre.

Only monents after Nicol was beaten by Hong Kong's Rebecca Chiu in the
worren' s final, Mazlan said NSC was even willing to send her to London to
train al ongsi de Ong Beng Hee and Azl an |skandar at the Neil Harvey
training centre in Chingford.

In fact, N col had a one-week stint there sonetime ago but came back
NSCis even willing to send her to a training centre for wonen players in
Hol | and but the choice is Nicol's.

That Nicol has trenmendous potential is something no one disputes but she
has to renmenber that she is no longer in the junior ranks.

The senior circuit is of a different class and N col has to nmake sone
adult decisions and adjustments if she hopes to progress.
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