28/ 09/ 2002
Ni k Aziz: | was drowsy

Sul ai man Jaaf ar

PAS spiritual |eader Datuk NNk Aziz Nik Mat admitted yesterday that

drowsi ness had caused that "slip of the tongue"” when he remarked that the
Prime Mnister did not know how to recite the Quran.

Saying he was willing to apol ogi se publicly, he explained that he had
taken a nap after dinner and was still drowsy after being awoken to give
the ceramah at which he nade the comment.

Ni k Aziz, who is Kelantan Menteri Besar, was explaining his remark that
Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad had admtted not knowi ng how to recite the

Qur an.

"I do not mnd apol ogi sing, because I was wong. | will admt ny
m st ake.
"But if | amright, Iike in the "gangster" issue, | will do nmy best to

defend nyself,"” he said, referring to the controversy over his having
i kened God to a thug.

"I fought on even after a mnister told ne to repent, because | feel I
was right," he said after a solat hajat (special prayers) at Pusat Tarbiah
I sl am ah Kel ant an.

Ni k Azi z was conmmenting on calls by Umo | eaders, including Deputy Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahnad Badawi, for himto apol ogi se over the
st at enent .

The Menteri Besar said on Wdnesday that what he had neant was that Dr
Mahat hir did not know Arabic.

In Sinpang Pertang, Negri Senbilan, Mnister in the PMs Departnent
Datuk Seri Dr Rais Yatim when asked whether Dr Mahathir coul d take | egal
action against NNk Aziz, said it was up to the Prime Mnister.
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