30 SEP 2002
Ni k Azi z- Apol ogy/ BM
Nl K AZI Z SENDS LETTER TO MAHATHI R OVER QURAN REMARK

KOTA BAHARU, Sept 30 (Bernamm) -- Kelantan Menteri Besar Datuk Nik
Abdul Aziz Nik Mat wote a letter to Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanad t oday
to "clear the air" over his statenment that the prime mnister does not know
howto recite the Quran.

Anual Bakhri Haron, the nenteri besar's political secretary, said Nk
Azi z was sendi ng the personal letter in appreciation of Dr Mahathir's
decision to forgive himon the matter.

"Wth the sending of this letter, the matter i s now consi dered
settled," Anual told reporters at the nenteri besar's office.

Last Wenesday, Nik Aziz admitted that he nade a m stake when he
remarked a few days a earlier that Dr Mahathir did not know howto recite
t he Quaran.

The PAS spiritual adviser said what he neant to say was that the prine
m ni ster did not know Arabi c, and that he woul d apol ogi se to the prine
m ni ster over his m stake.

Dr Mahathir, in his response yesterday, said he accepted Nik Aziz's
apol ogy and forgave him

Anual , showi ng reporters the letter fromN k Aziz to Dr Mahathir, said
t here was now no | onger a need for the nenteri besar to make hi s apol ogy at
a ceranmah.

Ni k Aziz had earlier wanted to nmake the apol ogy at a cernah since he
made the accusation agai nst Dr Mahathir at a ceranah.

Gua Musang Ummo di vi sion chi ef Tengku Razal ei gh Hanzah yest erday sai d
Ni kK Azi z shoul d i ssue a personal apology to Dr Mahathir on the matter.
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