27 SEP 2002

NI K AZI Z PREPARED TO APOLOG SE TO DR MAHATHI R

KOTA BAHARU, Sept 27 (Bernama) -- Kelantan Menteri Besar Datuk Nik
Abdul Aziz Nik Mat said today that he is prepared to nake a public apol ogy
to Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad foll owing his adni ssion in nmaking a
m stake in his allegation against the prinme mnister.

Ni k Aziz, who is PAS spiritual |eader, said that he would make his
apol ogy over his allegation that Dr Mahathir does not know how to recite
the Quran, at a ceramah and hoped that the media would cover the event.

"I (Nik Aziz) made it (mistake) in a ceramah and nmy apology will also
be made at a ceranah," he told reporters after a mass special prayer
foll owed by the dawn prayer at the Kelantan |slam ah Tarbi yah Centre in
Pengkal an Chepa here.

Ni k Azi z was comenting on the persuasi on by several parties including
Deputy Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Abdull ah Ahmad Badawi yesterday for himto
apol ogise to the prinme mnister after having admtted his m stake.

Last Wednesday, N k Aziz was reported to have said that what he neant
to say was that Dr Mahathir did not know Arabic and that the m stake was
due to a slip of the tongue.
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