27 MAY 2002

NI K AZI Z WELCOVES DR M- POPE MEETI NG NEXT MONTH

KOTA BAHARU, May 27 (Bernamm) -- Kelantan Menteri Besar Datuk N k Abdul
Aziz Nk Mat has wel coned the inpending neeting between Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad and Pope John Paul Il in Vatican City.

He said the nmeeting offered an opportunity for the prinme mnister to
explain to the head of the Roman Catholic Church the stand of Muslins and
Mal aysia on atrocities conmtted agai nst Muslins, particularly in
Pal esti ne.

"It is the duty of a Muslimto accept the invitation of a non-Muslimto
explain Islam" he told reporters here today.

Ni k Aziz, who is head of PAS U ama Council, said there was nothing
wrong for Miuslimleaders to have dial ogues with their non-Mislim
counterparts, and that he hinself had visited a Buddhist tenple in Kel antan
twi ce.

Yesterday, Dr Mahathir said that he had agreed to accept an invitation
from Pope John Paul to visit Vatican City, and that the decision would be
endor sed by the Cabi net.

Dr Mahathir is expected to nmake the visit in conjunction with his trip
to Switzerland and Luxenbourg fromJune 9 to 12.
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