27 SEP 2002

NI K AZI Z SHOULD APOLOG SE TO AVO D PROSECUTI ON - RAI'S

SI MPANG PERTANG (Jel ebu), Sept 27 (Bernama) -- Mnister in the Prime
M nister's Departnent Datuk Seri Dr Rais Yatimsaid today the head of the
PAS U ama Council, Datuk N k Abdul Aziz N k Mat shoul d apol ogi se to the
Prime Mnister if he wants to avoid | egal action.

This was because Nik Aziz's allegation that Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad coul d not read the Al -quran contained fal se news whereby action
coul d be taken under the Printing Presses and Publications Act, he said.

"Not everything should be taken to court because it originated from
political speeches, but the governnment has to take action if the
al | egations were excessive," he told reporters after giving out letters of
conmm ssion for projects to class F contractors and Yayasan Tekun Nasi onal
(Tekun) | oans for the Jel ebu parlianentary constituency, here.

Dr Rais was asked on the action that could be taken against the
opposition | eader for making the statenent in a ceramah i n Bachok,

Kel antan. (N k Aziz, however, was reported to have nade a mi stake because
what he had intended to say was that Dr Mahathir coul d not speak Arabic,
and he was prepared to tender an apol ogy).

Dr Rais said the matter could be considered resolved if Nk Aziz
apol ogi sed as everyone had their own weaknesses.
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