01 NOV 2002
Kel ant an- school s
Nl K AZI Z WARNS TEACHERS AGAI NST | NCI TI NG ANTI - FEDERAL GOVT SENTI MENTS

KOTA BAHARU, Nov 1 (Bernamm) -- Kelantan Menteri Besar Datuk N k Abdu
Aziz N k Mat today warned teachers in Sekol ah Agama Rakyat (people's
Islam c religious schools) not to incite students agai nst the federa
gover nnent .

He said stern action would be taken agai nst those who failed to heed
t he war ni ng.

"W can take action against themfor doing things to their own |iKking
and those not provided in the curriculum" he told reporters after
presenting his weekly |l ecture at the PAS Headquarters here.

Ni k Aziz, who is also PAS spiritual adviser, was comenting on the
federal government's nove to halt funding such Islamc religious schools if
they were used by certain parties to spread their political infuence.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mbhanmed in the announcing the
nmove recently said funding woul d be resuned if the negative activities
st opped.

Ni k Aziz said that if funding was not i mediately provided, it would
place Islamc religious schools in the state in a grave position.

"It is already a neagre incone for the teachers and now plus this,
stoppi ng the funding...they have the heart to danpen the spirit of Islam"
he sai d.

He said the state governnent had allocated RVMB2 nillion to pay salaries
for the teachers and build new schools but the nmoney was far from enough.

On a suggestion that the schools be taken over the Education Mnister,
he said it would not be appropriate such the people woul d have no choice

He said the state governnent woul d oppose such nove because it was
contrary to the wi shes of the people who sent their children to such
school s which used Arabic as the nmedi umof instruction.
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