29 SEP 2002
Razal ei gh- N k Azi z/ BM
NI K AZ| Z SHOULD APOLOG SE TO MAHATHI R PERSONALLY, SAYS RAZALEI CH

GUA MUSANG Sept 29 (Bernama) -- Kelantan Menteri Besar Datuk N k Abdu
Aziz Nk Mat shoul d apol ogi se to the prine mnister personally for accusing
hi m of not knowing howto recite the Quaran, said Gua Miusang Umo di vi sion
chi ef Tengku Razal ei gh Hanrzah.

"If it's true that NNk Aziz has adnitted his m stake, he should go and
apol ogi se to Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir (Mhamad) personally, and not just make
statenments to the press that he nmade a m stake," Razaleigh told reporters
her e today.

The fornmer Kelantan Umo chief said he regretted that the accusation
agai nst Dr Mahathir a week ago was nade at a public function.

This, he said, showed that NNk Aziz was only a "political ulam" as a
true ul ama woul d never say ot her peopl e were bad.

Ni k Aziz admtted his m stake | ast Wednesday, saying what he actually
meant to say was that Dr Mahathir did not know Arabic.

The PAS spiritual adviser said he woul d apol ogise to the prinme mnister
but it would be done at a ceranmah as the mi stake was committed at anot her
cer anah.

Dr Mahathir, in his response today, said he was prepared to forgive N k
Aziz on the matter.

In MACHANG, Kel antan Umo information chief Datuk |smail Mamat said PAS
supporters should realise fromN k Aziz's adm ssion that the nenteri besar
was "a normal human bei ng who al so makes m st akes".

"Ni k Azi z's adm ssion should change the attitude of PAS supporters who
tend to accept wi thout questioning everything said by him™" he told
reporters.
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