13 AUG 2002
Ukrai ne-Visit
UKRAI NI AN FI RST VI CE-PM TO VI SI T MALAYSI A BEG NNI NG SUNDAY

KUALA LUMPUR, Aug 13 (Bernama) -- Ukrainian First Vice-Prime M nister
O eh Dubyna will nmake a four-day visit to Mal aysia starting Sunday.

Ukr ai ni an enbassy Charge d' Affairs Val entyn Vel ychko said it is the
first official visit by a Ukrai nian | eader since Mal aysi a and Ukr ai ne
established diplomatic relations in March 1992.

During the visit, Dubynawill call on Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohamad and hi s counterpart, Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahnad Badawi .

"W anticipate that a whol e range of questions will be touched upon
during this negotiation and briefing," Vel ychko told Bernama in an
interview, here

Vel ychko, who has been in Malaysia for two nonths, said the Ukrainian
gover nment consi dered Mal aysi a a very prospective and i nportant partner to
develop bilateral relations and ties inthe political, econonic, trade and
commerci al, technol ogi cal including high-tech, educational and cultura
fields.

“In order to facilitate the relationshi p between Ukrai ne and Mal aysi a,
t he Ukrai ni an gover nment has deci ded to send a governnent del egation to
Mal aysi a," he said.

He said the forner Soviet Union country, which attained i ndependence in
1991, was wel |l -informed about Mal aysia's success i n devel opnent, political
stability and prosperity.

"Mal aysia plays a very inportant role in regional institutions such as
Asean, Apec (Asia Pacific Econom ¢ Cooperation). Dr Mahathir is very well
known in Ukraine... heis a great |eader to the nation," he said,
expressing admiration for Dr Mahathir's | eadershi p.

During the visit, Dubyna will al so neet the Cabinet mnisters, nanely
Forei gn M nister Datuk Seri Syed Hani d Al bar, Defence M nister Datuk Seri
Naj i b Tun Razak, Primary Industries Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Li mKeng Yai k
and Transport M nister Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik.

A governnent -t o-gover nnent agreenment on trade is al so expected to be
signed by the two countri es.

Dubyna i s al so schedul ed to officially open the Ukrai ni an enbassy at
Jal an Tun Razak.

"The openi ng of the Enbassy of Ukraine in Malaysia is a very inportant
initiative by the Ukrainian governnment as it will ensure snooth
interactions between government officials, government bodies or the conmon
peopl e.

"The enbassy will do its best to provide good services for the official
and unofficial |levels. W would |like to see the enbassy as a wi ndow for
Mal aysia to Ukraine... as a diplomatic bridge between the two countries,"”
Vel ychko sai d.

On bilateral trade between Ml aysia and Ukrai ne, he said it was
i ncreasing and | ast year the vol une was around USD80 nillion.

"I't is not sufficient because we have the opportunities to i ncrease the
bilateral (trade) volune. The real trade between Ukrai ne and Mal aysiais
very small with nost of the trade i nteracti ons and transacti ons bei ng
carried out via internmediators from Si ngapore and Hong Kong or sone
Eur opean countries |like UK (United Kingdom," he said.

Ukrai ne, located in eastern Europe, bordering Bel arus, Hungary,

Mol dova, Pol and, Romani a, Russi a and Sl ovakia, is fanous for its heavy
i ndustry, aircraft building, machi ne buil ding industry and agri cul tural



products.
The maritine nation, with a population of 50 million, has invited
Mal aysi an i nvestors to participateinthe country's economic activities
such as in tourismand hospitality industry, manufacturing and to use the
country as a hub for Ml aysi an exports to the eastern Europe countries.
In the education sector, Vel ychko said Ukrai ne, which is fanmous in the
fields of nedicine, pharmacy and surgery, would |i ke to offer Mal aysi an
students other specialities and options |ike air space, ship building,
el ectroni cs and conmuni cati ons.
Currently, there are about 200 Mal aysi ans st udyi ng nedi ci ne and
phar maceuti cal science in Ukraine, which are conducted in Engli sh.
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