23/ 08/ 2002
PM Reject Pas' deviationist teachings

Fi rdaus Abdul | ah

NI LA, Thurs. - Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad today called
on the Muslimsociety to reject attenpts by Pas to deviate themfromthe
true teachings of Islam

Dr Mahathir said political alliance was the people's right, but urged
themto reject deviationist teachings and views which would be detrinenta
to the community

"The society nmust reject (such attenpts) ...if they want to support Pas
it is alright, but they must reject anything that is not consistent with
t he teachings of Islam" he said.

Speaki ng at a Press conference after perform ng the ground- breaking
cerenony for the Islamc University College of Ml aysia near here, he said
Pas had, in fact, adopted the outlawed Al -Argam novenent's strategies to
i nfluence its supporters and synpat hi sers.

Dr Mahathir said that although Pas' teachings differed fromthat of the
devi ati oni st novenent, the main aimof the opposition party was to get its
followers to be obsessed with it and its | eaders.

The Prime Mnister said that such negative strategi es had proven to be
effective, as witnessed by Ml aysians recently.

He said Pas nenbers blindly accepted the party and its | eaders although
a fell ow nenber exposed hinself during the Pendang and Anak Bukit by-
el ections in Kedah recently.

"I'f Muslins see a person doing such a thing he will be rejected, but Pas
menbers accept peopl e who expose thensel ves while preaching to the people
to wear tudung,” Dr Mahathir said.

Describing the situation as serious, he said such deviant acts could not
be condoned because they woul d eventually confuse and ruin the Mislim
soci ety.

"Such a teaching is w despread, showing that a lot of Muslins are
confused about their religion and its teachings.

"It is not easy to lead themto the right path once they are obsessed

with something ...simlar to the Al-Argamfollowers, sone of whom are
still obsessed with their |eader

"Such teachings and beliefs cannot be tolerated at all," he added. Dr
Mahat hir said that anong the ill-attenpts was a canpai gn designed to

confuse Muslinms pertaining to their perception of |slamand Cod.

"All this while we pray to a God who is ever loving and all forgiving,
but now we are told that the God we pray to is a gangster and a cheat.
This is blaspheny,” he said.

Expr essi ng hope that such tendencies and ill-acts would not nmake their
way into the Islamc College University of Malaysia, Dr Mahathir said
students should be taught the true Islamc teachings and not exposed to
deviated political |ectures which could destroy their faith.

"Don't sabotage our pure effort by bringing in elenments to divert our
students. |slamadvocates what's true and good. |slamdoesn't ask us to do
bad things,"” he said.

Earlier in his 45 m nute speech at the function, Dr Mahathir, who is
al so Finance Mnister, said the university college was another effort by
the Governnment to provide know edge on Islamto students, irrespective of
their religions.

He told the thousand-odd guests and students that it was an extension of
the Governnment's noble aimto provide Islamc understanding to the people,



right fromelenmentary up to university |evel.

He said Muslins were oppressed today because the majority of themwere
unable to equip thenselves with the necessary knowl edge and skills to
defend their countries.

"We hope this college university will enhance students' know edge in
sci ence, technol ogy and engi neering as apart froman in-depth
under standi ng of the religion, such know edge is vital for our survival,"
he added.

The Islamc College University of Malaysia is the 12th public university
inthe country. It was set up with the objective to generate and integrate
I sl ami ¢ education in the mainstream of the national education system
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