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MAHATHI R PRAI SES FI NANCE M NI STRY STAFF

KUALA LUMPUR, April 8 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad today
prai sed the officers and staff of the Finance Mnistry for their efficiency
i n managi ng the country's revenue col |l ection.

The Prime Mnister said running the mnistry had becone difficult as
the revenue coll ection and expendi ture now was nuch bi gger conpared to the
period just after |ndependence.

"All this gives the offficers and staff of the mnistry a bigger
responsibility and role and we are very proud because they becone nore
efficient fromtime to tine.

Their efficiency was a great hel p when dealing with problens and new
programes in the mnistry," he said in his speech during a visit to the
m nistry by the Yang di - Pertuan Agong, Tuanku Syed Sirajuddin Jamalullail.

Dr Mahathir, who is also the Finance Mnister, said any weakness in
that ministry could have adverse inplications and affect the overal
governnent adm ni stration

"We can take pride that the Finance Mnistry has succeeded in inproving
its efficiency, but this also neans that the workforce has to be expanded
and equi pped with various new skills," he said.

Such an approach was necessary to snoothen the financial nanagenent and
admi ni stration in Ml aysia, he said.

Fi nance M nistry secretary-general Tan Sri Dr Sanmsudin Hitam speaking
to reporters later, said basic know edge and i nformati on technology skills
were the nost inportant elenment that every governnment servant shoul d
possess these days.

He said setting up a Human Resources Division was an effective step as
the division was responsi ble for providing the various skills and training
required by civil servants.

"This is a process of the staff career devel opnent, and todate nore
t han 36, 000 gover nment servants had participated in various training and
courses held," he said.

Dr Sansudin said the recent nove to waive stanp duty for house
purchases woul d help to reduce the overhang in the residential property
mar ket .

It would al so hel p devel opers and contractors who suffered | osses due
to | ower revenue, he said.

Dr Samsudin earlier gave a cl osed-door briefing to the Yang di-Pertuan
Agong.

Acconpanyi ng the King were Deputy Finance M nisters Datuk Dr Chan Kong
Choy and Datuk Dr Shafie Salleh, and Bank Negara governor Tan Sri Dr Zeti
Akht ar Azi z.
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