10 SEP 2002
Mahat hi r - Enpl oyer s
NO ACTI ON AGAI NST EMPLOYERS, SAYS MAHATHI R

BANG , Sept 10 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad sai d today that the government has no intention of penalising
enpl oyers who once enployed illegal foreign workers as these illegals have
returned to their respective home countries.

"W did not take action before when they (illegal foreign workers) were
here, so we cannot take action now. ..the people (the workers) have al ready
gone," he said.

The governnment now wants to concentrate on getting the construction
i ndustry novi ng and forei gn workers who want to ply their trade here nust
cone through proper |egal neans, he told reporters after opening the
Mal aysi a- France Institute (MFl) here.

Asked i f Ml aysi an enpl oyers were hol ding the governnent to ransom by
forcing it to reverse the decision on the intake of foreign | abour, he

said: "Not to reverse...if they (enployers) want to have (foreign |abour),
they nmust only enpl oy | egal ones, so they' |l have to pay."

"(If we were to) penalise them (enployers), we'll penalise
oursel ves...the construction industry is not noving," he added.

Mal aysia set July 31 as the last day for illegal imigrants to | eave

the country or face caning and jail sentence for failure to do so.

The amesty granted by the government was taken up by a | arge nunber of
illegals working here.
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