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NO CENTRES TO TRAI N | MAMS, | SLAM C LEADERS I N THE US

KUALA LUMPUR, June 6 (Bername) -- The Muslimconmmunity in the United
States is facing major problens in training imans and |Islamc religious
| eaders in the absence of suitable training centres, Professor of Islamc
Studi es and Christian-MislimRel ations, |bahimM Abu Rabi, said today.

There was an increasing need to train imans and religious | eaders who
could cater to the needs of the American Miuslimconmunity, said Professor
| brahi mwho is attached to the Hartford Islamc Seminary in the US

"W have to train inmams and religious | eaders not just in Pakistan and
Sout heast Asia but also in Arerica itself.... within the American context
so that they can be | eaders for the Anerican Muslimconmmunity," he said
when net by reporters after delivering a talk on "Islamand the Wst" here
t oday.

The tal k was organised by the Institute of Diplomacy and Foreign
Rel ati ons (I DFR) Mal aysi a.

Prof essor Ibrahimsaid in the US context, it was insufficient for the
i mans and religious | eaders to know just Arabic but should al so be fluent
in English so as to understand the needs of Miuslins especially children in
the United States.

Unli ke the US Christian conmmunity which had special institutions and
training centres for priests, the Muslimcomunity faced problens in
training religious |eaders to cater to the needs of the comunity.

Prof essor | brahim whose area of study included Islanc studies, Mdern
Arab, Islamic Intellectual history, Wrld Religions and Political Science,
said there were about six million Muslinms in the US including i mmgrants.

On traditional Islamc education centres such as the nmadrasah in
Paki st an, which had been linked to terrorists and terrorism he said
traditional Islamc education and its curricullumneeded to be reformed to
nmeet the dermands of the nodern world.

"This traditional Islamc education is not up to the nodern tine, there
need to be a reformin the traditional Islamc madrasah curriculumto neet
the needs of the contenporary era and this is what the Musliml| eaders had
not paid attention to, so far," he said.

On the growi ng conflict between Pal estine and |Israel, Professor |brahim
said the conflict could be resolved by establishing a Pal estinian state.

Prof essor I brahim who was was born in Nazareth, Israel, was al so asked
about tonorrow s neeting between Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad and head of the world' s Roman Cat holics, Pope John Paul I1, at the
Vatican City.

"I think it is very interesting to have Miuslimand Catholic dial ogue
because the Pope is the nost significant figure in the Roman Catholic
Church."

"It is very inmportant for Muslinms to understand Christianity as well,"
Pr of essor | brahi msai d.

- - BERNAMA

HS RZS AAM



	NO CENTRES TO TRAIN IMAMS,ISLAMIC LEADERS IN THE US (Bernama 06/06/2002)

