30 JUL 2002
Abdul | ah- Amesty
NO DECI SI ON ON EXTENSI ON OF AMNESTY FOR | LLEGAL | MM GRANTS

KUALA LUMPUR, July 30 (Bernama) -- The government has not deci ded on
extendi ng tonmorrow s deadline on the amesty given to illegal inmmgrants to
| eave the country, Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi sai d today.

"I amnot going to say anything yet on the ammesty or as far as the
date is concerned until | get sone feedback," the deputy prine mnister
told reporters when asked whether the governnent woul d extend the deadline
fol |l owi ng appeal s by sorme enpl oyers.

Earlier, he opened a senminar on "Bi ot echnol ogy Awar eness and
Entrepreneurship at the Putra Wrld Trade Centre, here.

Abdul | ah, who is also Hone Mnister, said he had directed the
mnistry's secretary-general, Datuk Seri Aseh Che Mat, to discuss the
matter with enpl oyers facing probl ens.

He sai d the government understood their problens but the inportant
thing now was that the illegal imrgrants nust stopped fromworking here
and sent hone.

| mmigration Director-General Datuk Mhanmed Jamal Kandi reiterated
yesterday that the ammesty period woul d not be extended and that those with
tickets dated after tonorrow were required to regi ster and obtain specia
passes to tenporarily "legalise" their stay.

The governnent has offered the ammesty from March this year until
tomorrowto allowillegal imrgrants to | eave the country before the
enforcenment of the amended | nmm grati on Act 1959.

Under the new provisions of the Act, illegal immgrants risk being
whi pped and fined a maxi mum of RMLO, 000 or jailed not exceeding five years.

Abdul | ah sai d those enpl oying foreign workers were al ways conpl ai ni ngg
about the difficulty in getting | ocal workers despite advertising the
vacanci es and that |ocal workers were choosy and refused to accept | ow
wages which had forced themto recruit foreign workers.

He said sone enpl oyers gave the excuse that if they did not get foreign
wor kers, they would have to close their factories as a result of which the
| ocal workers would also | ose their jobs.

"This is the kind of argunent given by the enployers all the time but
what | want to stress is that don't use this argument as an easy way out.
We don't want the | ocals being jobless and the foreign workers being given
enpl oynent , " he sai d.

The governnment woul d al so take appropriate neasures to prevent other
problens arising fromthe possibility of some industries being affected and
not being able to operate follow ng the deportation of foreign workers, he
sai d.

Abdul I ah was al so asked to coment on Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohamad' s speech | ast night that the Mal ays now face two new
dilemmas as to whether they want to let a so-called Islamc party destroy
them and the country and whet her they should do away with "crutches" to
becone a successful race.

He said that what Dr Mahathir said was true and he shared his
senti ments.

Abdul | ah said a denocratic systemhad its pros and cons, depending on
how it was put into practice.

Abdul | ah sai d the governnment hoped that the people would be wise in
choosi ng the best government to ensure that Ml aysia continued to be
progressi ve, safe and peaceful.



On the practice of political parties using religion to get the people's
support, he said it would endanger the country if it becanme a trend.
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