18 DEC 2002
Abdul | ah- Rape
NO DECI SI ON YET ON DEATH PENALTY FOR CHI LD RAPI STS

PUTRAJAYA, Dec 18 (Bernama) -- The Cabi net has not nmade any deci sion
yet on the proposal to inpose the death sentence on child rapists, Deputy
Prime M nister Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahrmad Badawi sai d today.

"This matter concerns the law. Datuk (Seri Dr) Rais Yatim (Mnister in

the Prime Mnister's Departnent) is still on leave...he will bringit to
the Cabinet," he said.

Abdul | ah said there was still time for "us to think and give views" on
the matter.

The governnent had received many letters fromthe peopl e saying that
the death penalty would be too stiff for child rapists, he said.

He was speaking to reporters after attending the Hone Mnistry's Hari
Raya reception at the mnistry here. Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad and the majority of the Cabinet nenbers al so attended the
gat heri ng.

"There are views that if this penalty is inposed, we will not get the
needed i nformati on or cooperation fromthe victim especially if the
accused is a nenber and the bread wi nner of the fanmly," said Abdul |l ah, who
is also the Hone M nister.

He said if this view was consi dered, the governnent "night have to
think of other penalties that need to be inposed on those convicted of this
of fence. "

"There are ot her aspects of this case that need to be studied further
before we decide on it," he said.

Asked on the arrest of two people yesterday for circulating runmours of
bonb attacks on the Internet, he said the action was taken according to the
normal provisions of the Internal Security Act (ISA).

"We are now facing all sorts of chall enges and pressures, and (when)
there are views, assunptions that our country will be in chaos, all these
need to be considered (investigated)," he said.

"And the action taken nust be related to the interests of the country
and the people, and not the political interests of any party," he said.

Two workers of a private conpany -- a 40-year-old nman and a 22-year-old
worman -- were arrested by Kuala Lunpur police yesterday for allegedly
sendi ng out e-nmails saying that bonb attacks woul d be | aunched in severa
places in the city.

Foll owi ng a report | odged by the Australian H gh Comm ssion, the two
were arrested under Section 28 of the | SA for allegedly posting fal se
i nformati on which could create public unrest.
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