10/ 10/ 2002
No di scrimnation, says PM (HL)

Fi rdaus Abdul | ah

KUALA LUMPUR, Wed. - Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad reiterated tonight
that the Government woul d not discrimnate agai nst any group or race in
t he teaching of Mathematics and Science in English fromnext year

The Prime Mnister also assured teachers that their services would not
be term nated, as alleged by certain quarters, due to the decision to
utilise informati on and conmuni cati ons technol ogy (ICT) as a principa
t eachi ng t ool

"I" m seeking your support to allow the Government to study this matter
after listening to the views and aspirations of all Mal aysians
irrespective of race or religion. We will only nmake the final decision
after considering everything, and | hope the people will accept the
Governnent's deci si on because this Governnment has never discrimnated
agai nst the people of any race.

"Teachers, too, need not worry about being term nated or replaced
because what we intend to replace is only the nethod of teaching," Dr
Mahat hi r sai d.

Addr essi ng an audi ence of nore than 10,000 at Putra Stadi umin Bukit
Jalil here tonight, Dr Mahathir urged the people not to politicise the
issue as it was an inportant matter that would determ ne the future of
Mal aysi a and Mal aysi ans.

"If we [ove our children, if we |ove our brothers and sisters, do not
use education as a political issue, don't ganble with our children's
future,” he said.

The event, organi sed by the Federation of Chinese Associations, involved
500 associ ations and business guilds representing all the races, including
the Orang Asli and nore than 140 Chi nese associ ati ons.

Dr Mahathir said Mal aysians, being multiracial, nmust nove ahead as a
uni ted peopl e.

"We want to do things together. If every race heads in a different
direction, we can never be united.

"We are aware that it is not easy for the shift (to English) at one go.
That is why we are still studying the nmethod of inplenentation. W want to
know how to do it w thout harm ng anyone."

The manmot h gat hering was held to express support for Dr Mahathir's
proposal s to enhance the capabilities of Milaysians, and to express
solidarity with the Governnment's decisions on the teaching of Mathematics
and Sci ence in English.

In his speech, broadcast |ive over Radi o Tel evisyen Ml aysia, Dr
Mahat hir said the Covernnent had heard the views of various associations
and political |eaders but felt the people should al so be heard.

"This matter involves our children, so we also want the views of parents
and the younger generation ... we want to know how they feel and |I'm
t hankful for your strong support tonight,"” he told the crowd, to
t hunder ous appl ause.

Dr Mahathir assured the people that the Governnent was not trying to
abol i sh any | anguage or school in its efforts to advance the use of
Engl i sh.

"The lawis there to protect all the schools in Ml aysia, whatever the
| anguage, " he said, adding that the Government needed all Ml aysians to be
wel | educated so that the nation would be internationally conpetitive.

During the function, the Prine Mnister also |aunched the "Conputer



Teachi ng Met hods"” exhi bition, which showcases the courseware and
i nteractive teachi ng nmethods the Education Mnistry plans to introduce in
all schools from next year.

Earlier, Federation of Chinese Associations president Liew Poon Siak
t hanked Dr Mahat hir and expressed the conmunity's appreciation for his
| eadership for the past 21 years.

Li ew al so expressed support for the Governnment's decision to enhance the
| evel of English anbng students, saying it was a wi se nove to secure a
better future for Ml aysians of all races.

"I also plead with all Malaysians not to turn this into a political
i ssue because it involves our children's future. | plead for all to
support our Prime Mnister in inplenenting this new policy."

Al so present were Datuk Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali, Deputy Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahmad Badawi, Mnisters and Education
M nistry director-general Datuk Rafie Mhat.
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