04 MAR 2002

NO DI SCRI M NATI ON I N UMNO DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMVES

TAI PI NG, March 4 (Bernama) -- Umo does not discrimnate in
i npl enenti ng devel opnent in the country and all the peopl e are gi ven equal
attention irrespective of race, religion or ideology, Umo vice-president
Tan Sri Muhammad Muhamad Tai b sai d.

He sai d there was no new trend whereby nore all ocati ons were given to
constituencieswith elected representatives fromopposition partiesto
gar ner votes.

He said Umo had managed to counter previous clains that it only
devel oped areas which it won in the el ection but now, when it triedto
devel op the opposition areas, it was accused to trying to win the hearts of
t he peopl e there.

Speaking to reporters after jointly opening the neetings of Umo
branches i n t he Tai pi ng di vi si on here yesterday, he sai d devel opment woul d
be carried out in all areas according to their needs, irrespective of
whet her or not they were held by Umo.

On another matter, he said Umo president Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad had gi ven hi mthe task of strengthening the party machinery in
several areas that were likely to face a by-el ection.

He said that irrespective of whether or not there was a by-el ection,
Umo shoul d al ways be prepared for one.
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