11 NOV 2002

NO DI SCUSSI ON YET ON PARTY ELECTI ON - ABDULLAH

PUTRAJAYA, Nov 11 (Bernamm) -- Datuk Seri Abdull ah Ahmad Badawi said
the Umo Suprene Council (MI) has yet to discuss whether the election for
the party's hi ghest decision-making body, schedul ed for next year, be
post poned.

"None, we have yet to discuss, yet to be raised even in the MI," the
Deputy Prinme M nister said.

Abdul | ah, who is also the Umo deputy president, was asked to coment
on a news report which quoted a senior Umo | eader as saying that the
election for the MI was al nbst certain to be postponed until after the next
general el ection.

The report, which did not nane the senior party |eader, said the nove
was to snoot hen the | eadership transition fromPrinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohamad to his deputy, Abdullah after Cctober 20083.

Dr Mahathir had said that he would step down fromthe prine mnister's
and Umo president's posts after chairing the Organisation of Islamc
Conference (O C) sumit schedul ed for October next year and had naned
Abdul | ah as hi s successor.

Asked to confirmthe report, Abdullah said: "I amnot able to do so,
maki ng specul ati ons on news from sources".

Abdul  ah, who is also the Hone M nister, had earlier attended the
m nistry's nonthly gathering.
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