30/ 03/ 2002

No help for those who are corrupt, says PM

SHAH ALAM Fri. - Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad, stressing
the need for an efficient and clean civil service, said today he woul d not
hel p those found to be corrupt.

"When action is taken, please do not wite to ne or seek nmy help as |
cannot hel p you," he said.

The Prime Mnister was speaking at a neeting with Sel angor Government
officials at the Dewan Jubli Perak here.

About 2,000 State officials attended the gathering at the hall, while
nore than 1,000 others listened to the Prime Mnister via video
conferencing fromtheir respective districts.

Dr Mahathir said although it would be wong to say that the country was
corruption-free, "we are far better than sone countries, even the
devel oped ones.

"Thank God our Governnent officials are still trustworthy, although
there are some bl ack sheep,” he said, adding that the long armof the |aw
woul d get them sooner or |ater.

Dr Mahathir said the Governnment needs an efficient and corrupt-free
civil service to ensure unhindered devel opnent, peace and stability.

He said the nation could not be devel oped nerely by formul ating
policies, as poorly inplenmented good policies were simlar to bad
pol i ci es.

Dr Mahathir al so touched on many ot her subjects, ranging fromthe
rationale for the 1998 sel ective capital controls to |lessons fromhis
recent visit to Russia, Germany and Pol and.

He said the Malays, as a community, nust |learn to discard negative
val ues and grab onto fresh ones which could be beneficial to their
conti nued survival.

"Li ke the Japanese, we must be hardworking, innovative and shoul d have
this culture of willing to venture into new fields.

"We nmust have a mindset which is not chained," he said.

( END)
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